
For I am not ashamed of the 

gospel, because it is the power of 

God that brings salvation  

to everyone who believes … 

Romans 1:16 

I learned to share the gospel in 

college through the help of Inter 

Varsity Christian Fellowship. I am 

grateful to them for that and yet I 

somehow walked away relying more 

on my ability to share Christ to 

bring people to salvation than the 

power of the gospel. 

I do not think I am alone. 

Thousands of churches have the 

same mindset. They believe the 

gospel and share it but do not rely 

on the gospel solely to bring people 

to Jesus. They rely on their 

relevance.  

Do not get me wrong, I think 

relevance is important. However, it 

is fickle. Relevance is in the eye of 

the consumer and those eyes 

wander, a lot. So, a church can find 

itself expending its precious 

resource and mounting stress trying 

to keep up on the treadmill of the 

consumer relevance standard.   

Again, let me reemphasize 

having great communication, great 

preaching, great signage, inviting 

people, coffee, bottled water, clean 

facilities, an accessible worship 

service, and ministry for the whole 

family is all very important. But 

none of it should be as important as 

the gospel because it is the gospel 

that is the power of God not our 

relevance. The gospel is the power 

of God not our ability, not our 

talent, our programs, our fabulous 

staff, our fabulous people, our 

money, our buildings, none of it. 

The gospel is the power of God, an 

infinite power, a mighty power, an 

all-sufficient power for God to do 

what God intends. 

The gospel is the power of God 

that brings salvation. That means 

we do not. We do not get people to 

believe, God does. We do not have 

the key to the circuit breaker box 

of people’s hearts, God does. That 

is the only power in the universe 

that can do that for the human 

heart. No one else on earth can 

and to try is to exercise 

frustration.  

Our job is to bring the gospel 

to the table of community 

interaction and let God do the rest. 

When a waiter serves a very good 

meal at a five-star restaurant, the 

waiter does nothing to make the 

meal delicious. The waiter gives 

excellent service and lets the meal 

do the rest.  In the same way we 

serve up the gospel. We give 

excellent service, pray heartfelt 

prayers, do all we can to yield to 

the Spirit’s leading and prompting, 

but we did not cook the meal. We 

leave the meat of the gospel on the 

table and let it do the rest.   

What does this mean for us? 

First, it means that we will not 

construct expensive to build and 

even more expensive to maintain 

edifices on which to perform 

outlandish stunts to get people 

saved. We will depend on the 

gospel more than relevance; we will 

be more embarrassed by the gospel 

alone. To do otherwise is to be 

ashamed of the gospel. This is 

something we cannot do. 

“Jews demand signs and 

Greeks look for wisdom,” Paul 

wrote. He did not rely on relevance 

to win people to Christ. “We preach 

Christ crucified: a stumbling block 

to the Jews and foolishness to the 

Gentiles.”  So, when we gather, we 

will delight in the Lord rather than 

the crowd. We will show hospitality 

not because we want to assimilate 

people but because Christ 

welcomes us, and we are 

constrained to do no less. 

As a church we really have 

nothing to offer the world in the 

way of relevance. The world will 

always have more pleasing 

alternatives. The one thing we 

have to offer is the gospel, the 

eternal power of God for salvation 

to everyone who believes. We will 

not grow, thrive, and expand our 

influence without it.   

The Power of The Gospel 
by Pastor Tom Buratovich 

Sunday 

Worship Services 

Grand Ave • 9:30 a.m.  

First UMC • 11:00 a.m.  
Children’s Sunday School  

at Both Services 
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“Whatever you do, work at it 

with all your heart, as working for 

the Lord, not for human masters, 

since you know that you will receive 

an inheritance from the Lord as a 

reward. It is the Lord Christ you are 

serving.”  Colossians 3:23-24 

 

Dear Youth Group, 

We are approaching the time of year 

where we say goodbye to our 

summer vacations and begin a new 

school year. I imagine that may not 

cause you to jump up and down in 

excitement.  Last year we 

experienced many changes in school 

and life that were brought on by the 

pandemic. Many of you shared with 

me the frustrations of social 

distancing, being away from friends, 

not playing sports, and the daily 

grind of being on Zoom all day for 

your classes. Thankfully, this 

coming school year you will be in 

class with your friends and able to 

participate in many activities. One 

of my favorite things about the start 

of the new school year is the 

wonderful opportunity of starting 

with a clean slate. And when we 

start with a clean slate, we can set 

goals for ourselves to keep us on 

track. 

I believe that starting the new 

school year or any new project with 

a list of goals is very important. 

Goals provide us motivation and 

direction. They also provide a 

beginning and an end that often 

leads to new goals. With school, our 

list of goals can be nearly endless 

with all the possibilities available 

for you. This school year, I 

encourage you to make three 

specific goals in three specific areas. 

The three areas for your goals are: 

spiritual, home, and school. 

The first goal on our list is a 

Youth Ministry 

spiritual goal. What do I mean by 

spiritual? Good question. When I 

say spiritual, I am referring to 

your personal relationship with 

Jesus. What goal could you make 

that would help you grow in your 

Christian life? What daily activity 

would continue to draw you closer 

to Jesus? A few goal options you 

may think about choosing are 

attending church each Sunday, 

daily prayer, reading your Bible for 

a specific amount of time each day, 

and spending alone-time with 

Jesus. I encourage you to spend 

some time thinking about the 

perfect goal that will bless your 

walk with Jesus. 

The second goal is focused on 

your home life. When we think of 

home, we think of family. When we 

think of family we often think of 

relationships with our family. For 

many teenagers, relationships 

with your family can be interesting 

to say the least, as you are growing 

and changing and developing into 

a young adult. You may be 

experiencing a new range of 

freedom, getting your driver’s 

license, and spending more time 

without adult supervision. So, for 

your second goal, I ask that you 

make a goal specific for your home 

life. A few examples are spending 

quality time with family, doing 

chores to help a parent, not talking 

back, saying thank you to family 

members when they do something 

kind, and sharing the love of Jesus 

with your family members.  

For our final goal, I 

encourage you to put your 

attention on a goal for the new 

school year. Create a goal of 

achieving something important to 

you during the school year. This 

goal may be to join a Christian 

club, share the gospel with friends, 

become friends with a new student, 

or something that is important to 

you like stepping out of your 

comfort zone and trying something 

new such as trying out for sports or 

some other activity. Whatever goal 

you choose, I know you will do 

great. I believe in you, and I believe 

God has wonderful plans for each 

one of you.  

I encourage you all to write 

down your goals and place them in 

a location where you will see them 

everyday to be reminded of what 

you need to focus on that day. I will 

be praying for each of you that your 

goals will draw you closer to Jesus 

every day, and that you home life 

and school life will be blessed. I 

pray that you will work at your 

goals as if you are working for God. 

When we work for God, it is 

something we do with joy and 

enthusiasm. I love you all and I am 

excited to hear about your goals 

and the progress you are making.  

God is Love, 

Ryan Ridenour 
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Anchored VBS was a two-day event 

which included a Sunday 

Celebration Worship Service. 

This year was an exciting year 

for VBS. Both Grand Ave and First 

Church decided to join forces for a 

Combined Church Event. Grand 

Ave hosted the event and the 

Sunday Celebration Service this 

year. We are so thankful to them for 

their hospitality. 

Anchored VBS is a VBS that 

has an under-the-sea theme. To do 

this, many people volunteered to cut 

out stacks and stacks of paper fish.  

Then, it was time to decorate and 

the Fellowship Hall was 

transformed. Thank you to everyone 

who helped decorate and cut out 

fish. In the building there was 1,107 

sea creatures. The kids were able to 

either count or guess how many 

they thought were there. The 

closest number got a prize on the 

second day. 

We had 22 children that 

attended VBS both days. They took 

their picture in a giant clam, played 

games, listen to Bible Stories, sang 

lots of songs, made fun crafts, and 

had visits from Diver Adam.  

We also learned the value of an 

anchor on a ship. We learned how 

an anchor keeps a ship safe from 

danger. From this, we realized that 

in the same way God is our anchor 

and that we should anchor 

ourselves to Him. 

When the day was done, they 

VBS Spectacular 

all went home with an exciting 

lunch.  The first day, we had a 

turtle lunch box filled and a 

sandwich that looked like a crab. 

On the second day, we had an 

Octopus Dog and a sea horse lunch 

bag. The children were so excited 

with their fun lunches. 

I am so thankful to both 

churches for the support that has 

been given to make VBS a 

spectacular event in the lives of 

our children. An event like this 

can’t happen without all of the 

volunteers who give so freely of 

their time, donate supplies, food, 

or money to help with expenses, 

and for all the prayers. Thank you!  

All in all, Anchored VBS was a 

hit. The lessons the children 

learned were surrounded with 

loads of fun and that is how they 

remember things. Even though, 

there was a lot of silliness involved 

with VBS, there was also a very 

serious side to it.  Along with our 

Bible Stories we learned a simple 

truth, which happens to be our 

Bible point that no matter what 

happens in our life, “God is faithful 

and that we should trust God”. A 

truth that we need to know with 

our whole being, as we cling to our 

anchor and chart the stormy seas of 

life.  

Blessings, 

Melody Burkhart 

Children’s Sunday School  
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Fireworks, thunderstorms and 

intense heat over the fourth of July 

weekend proved to be too much for 

our ten-year old Golden Retriever, 

Teddy. He and TJ the lab were 

terrified of the booms and bangs 

from fireworks going off in the 

neighborhood several consecutive 

nights, even after the celebration 

was over!  Just when things seemed 

to calm down, a thunderstorm 

moved through our area, sending 

them into a panic again. 

 Besides stressed nerves, Teddy 

had a hard time keeping cool even 

inside the air-conditioned house 

due to his heavy coat of hair. It was 

that beautiful coat of thick, wavy, 

golden hair that prompted the 

name Teddy (bear) when we first 

adopted him.  Even after haircuts, 

daily brushing and misting him 

with the hose, he was just too hot 

whenever the temperature rose 

above 80 degrees.  

On Tuesday morning July 6, Al 

went out to the dining room to greet 

the dogs and feed them when he 

discovered Teddy lying 

unresponsive on the dining room 

floor. After looking more closely, he 

discovered that our sweet dog had 

passed away.  Aware that 

something was different, TJ was 

quietly sitting in the front room. 

 Al and I had realized that 

Teddy was slowing down and 

nearing the life expectancy for 

golden retrievers, but his sudden 

passing was a shock. What to do? If 

we were still living in Springville, 

CA we might have buried him in 

the backyard alongside two other 

deceased pets…another golden 

named Sandy and Tigger the cat. 

Near our home is the “Faithful 

Companion,” a crematorium for 

A Teary-Eyed Day 

pets. A pet crematorium seemed 

strange to us country folks, but 

the “Whispering Pines” location 

where his ashes would be interred 

sounded like the right place. On 

short notice, our friends and 

neighbors, the Verhages, came 

over to help lift Teddy into the 

car…a tearful time for sure. 

A few days later, I made a 

poster from a picture of him 

wearing a sign that said, “I only 

look innocent!” and put it out on 

the front lawn, draping it with his 

collar. Our two youngest 

grandkids and I drew pictures and 

wrote about Teddy with chalk on 

the sidewalk in front of his poster. 

Elliot (10) expressed how we all 

felt when he wrote: “To a great 

dog, Teddy… 2011-2021. We will 

miss him!”  

Since then, Al and I along with 

TJ, have felt the pang of Teddy’s 

absence. God blessed us by 

allowing nine years with him, 

from his adoption as a one-year-

old dog just emerging from 

puppyhood to a happy life in the 

country swimming in the pond and 

chasing lizards. We really got to 

know him better after moving to 

Michigan, when he and TJ 

became “indoors” dogs.   

His only quirk was that if 

there was a hole in the fence or a 

gate left open, he would be quick 

to find it and run off, with TJ 

following close behind. That 

penchant for adventure was 

what probably landed him in the 

pet foster care home in the first 

place, after someone discovered 

him wandering around the 

outskirts of Bakersfield.  

Other than that, Teddy was 

a wonderful family dog, 

affectionate and eager to greet 

people, especially those with treats 

in their pockets! Sweet Teddy! He 

certainly brought lots of love and 

joy into our lives. His passing leaves 

a big void, that’s for sure. Comfort 

has come from many directions 

through cards, kind words,  phone 

calls, messages and even a short 

video that Nate (almost 12) taped 

for us, a thoughtful gesture. All 

have been very much appreciated.  

This journey of ours through life 

is not an easy one. It seems as 

though our path goes uphill as we 

approach the end. But Jesus 

promised to give us peace and to be 

with us along the way, just as a 

shepherd stays beside his flock, 

watching over, protecting and 

providing for each of his sheep. 

Imagine our joy when one day we 

finally stand in the presence of our 

Lord and worship Him along with 

multitudes of His followers! 

Thank you, dear Lord for being 

with us on this journey…

pilgrimage…as we move ever closer 

to You. Help us to persevere, to be 

faithful to the end and to stand one 

day in Your presence! In Jesus’ 

name, Amen. 

“The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. He makes me lie 

down in green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he restores 

my soul.”  Psalm 23:3 NIV 

By Judy Lowery 
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August 2021 Prayer Calendar   

Sunday, August 1 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Services.   

GAUMC 9:30 a.m. 

FUMC 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, August 2 - Pray as we go 

through the week and encounter 

many situations. 

Tuesday, August 3 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse Psalm 121:7-8 

“The Lord will keep you from harm 

he will watch over your life; the 

Lord will watch over your coming 

and going both now and 

forevermore.” 

Wednesday, August 4 -  Pray for 

the Bible Study via Zoom.  For a 

link to Zoom email Pastor Tom - 

tburatovich@gmail.com. 

Thursday, August 5 - Pray for the 

ones in our congregations who are 

ill or rehabilitating at this time.  

Pray for healing. 

Friday, August 6 - Pray for Pastor 

Tom as he completes his sermon for 

Sunday Worship Services. 

Saturday, August 7 - Pray for the 

Clothing Closet at FUMC. Open by 

appointment during August. 

Sunday, August 8 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Services.   

GAUMC 9:30 a.m. 

FUMC 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, August 9 - Pray for all of 

the teachers and students who will 

go back to school this week. 

Tuesday, August 10 - Pray for 

the ones who are grieving a loved 

one. 

Wednesday, August 11 - Pray for 

the Bible Study via Zoom.   

Thursday, August 12 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse 2 

Corinthians 1:3-4 “Praise be to the 

God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Father of compassion 

and the God of all comfort, who 

comforts us in all of our trouble 

with the comfort we ourselves 

receive from God. 

Friday, August 13 - Pray for 

Ryan and Melody as they prepare 

lessons, activities and events for 

the children and youth of our 

churches. 

Saturday, August 14 - Pray for 

the Greeter’s who will welcome all 

to Sunday Worship Services. 

Sunday, August 15 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Services.  

GAUMC 9:30 a.m. 

FUMC 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, August 16 - Pray for all 

church committee members. 

Tuesday, August 17 - Pray for 

the ladies of Linda Circle. 

Wednesday, August 18 - Pray for 

the Bible Study via Zoom.  Pray for 

the Parent Project classes 

beginning today at Grand Ave at 

5:00 p.m. 

Thursday, August 19 - Pray for 

the Praise Team as they prepare 

for Sunday Worship Services. 

Friday, August 20 - Pray and 

think about Bible verse  

2 Corinthians 4:18 “So we fix our 

eyes not on what is seen, but on 

what is unseen, since what is seen 

is temporary, but what is unseen is 

eternal.” 

Saturday, August 21 - Today, 

pray for our many blessings! 

Sunday, August 22 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Services.   

GAUMC 9:30 a.m. 

FUMC 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, August 23 - Pray for our 

community of Porterville. 

Tuesday, August 24 - Pray for our 

church families. 

Wednesday, August 25 - Pray for 

the Bible Study via Zoom. Pray for 

the Parent Project class meeting 

today at Grand Ave at 5:00 p.m. 

Thursday, August 26 - Pray for 

your neighbors. 

Friday, August 27 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse John 13:35 “By 

this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you love one 

another.” 

Saturday, August 28 - Pray for all 

the Prayer Groups of our churches. 

Sunday, August 29 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Services.   

GAUMC 9:30 a.m. 

FUMC 11:00 a.m. 

Monday, August 30 - Pray and 

thank God for His everlasting love. 

Tuesday, August 31 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse James 1:2-3 

“Consider it pure joy, my brothers 

and sisters, whenever you face trials 

of many kinds, because you know the 

testing of your faith produces 

perseverance.” 
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First UMC 

Marilyn Billiou • August 11 

Pastor James Woffinden • August 13 

Victor Young • August 19 

Joyce Klippenstein • August 25 

Melody Burkhart • August 28 

Elizabeth Carper • August 30 

 

Grand Ave UMC 

Joshua Gutierrez • August 9 

Joseph Sanchez • August 9 

George Galloway • August 20 

Ryan Ridenour • August 22 

Dwight Brown • August 30 

Grand Ave Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Director of Youth Ministries • Ryan Ridenour 

Children’s Director • Melody Burkhart 

Worship Administrator • Judy Buratovich 

Treasurer • Rodel Lipumano  

Custodian • The Congregation 

First Methodist Office Hours:  
 

Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Phone: 559-784-4232 

pvfumc@ocsnet.net 
 

First United Methodist Church 

344 E. Morton Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

First United Methodist Church 

Grand Ave United Methodist Church 
Weekday Meetings are via Computer Connection 

 www.grandavenue.org or  

 www.facebook.com/PortervilleFUMC or 

 www.facebook.com/GrandAvenueUMC 

View Past Worship Videos on Vimeo 

https://vimeo.com/grandavenueporterville 

Grand Ave Office Hours:  
 

Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

 
Phone: 559-784-3791 

Fax: 559-784-3798 

info@grandavenue.org 

www.grandavenue.org 
Grand Ave United Methodist Church 

776 W. Grand Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

First Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Counseling Center Director • Joy Semple 

Administrative Assistant • Melissa Sutherland 

Music Coordinator • Christine Klippenstein  

Children/Custodian • Melody Burkhart 

Announcements 

Tithes and Offering 
Please continue to support your church through tithes 

and offerings during the summer months. Thank you 

for your generosity. 

 

Parent Project 
Our next Parent Project class begins on August 18, 5:00 

p.m. at Grand Ave. This class is designed to help 

parents manage life with difficult circumstances. 

Contact Pastor Tom for further information. 

 

Clothing Closet at First 

The FUMC Clothing Closet is open by appointment 

in August. Please call Ann at 559-920-0977 for more 

information.  

 

Wednesday Online Bible Study 
The Online Bible Study meets 1:00 p.m. each 

Wednesday. All are welcome to join us. Contact Pastor 

Tom for a link to the zoom online meeting, 

tburatovich@gmail.com. 

 

Thank You 
Thank you to all of you who have prayed for my mother 

over the last 8 months and have sent cards, called, or 

communicated your condolences at her passing. While 

the ache in our hearts is still very fresh we are 

thankful that she is free from her earthly pain and is 

reunited with her loved ones and the Lord. God Bless 

You. The Holdsworth Family 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
Please send information for the Messenger Newsletter 

to Judy at judy.bur87@gmail.com. The deadline for the 

September 2021 Messenger is August 20. Thank you. 


