
W hat Makes a Year Great — 

personal growth, career 

success, financial windfall, spiritual 

breakthrough, communitywide 

improvement, political victory? For 

many 2019 was good and bad, 

disastrous and great, but hard.  

 2019 was amazing: global acts of 

violence, despite a safer world 

comparatively, these acts make us feel 

uneasy, shake our faith in humanity, 

and unnerve us.  

 Changing climate caused massive 

property damage from state-wide fires 

that consumed anything flammable, to 

entire neighborhoods underwater after 

hurricane Dorian ravaged the 

Bahamas. 

 Wars and rumors of wars 

continue. Our political processes have 

stagnated under the weight of 

impeachment proceedings with no real 

promise of progress. Some are hopeful, 

some dispassionate, some discouraged, 

some disgusted. 

 2019 revealed a college admissions 

scandal deep and broad.  Our country 

rediscovered that money cannot buy 

your kids into the college of choice.  We 

enforced the rule of law, people are 

arrested who give creative excuses, 

and on it goes.  The case of another 

system we trusted showing its dark 

side when a sinful nature collides with 

a human system.  

 We can also describe 2019 as the 

year of the protest from Venezuela, 

Canada, United States, Hong Kong, 

and Europe where the people 

challenged governments.  The days of 

oppressive regimes are, perhaps, 

numbered. However, if sinful 

humankind tarry on the earth, a 

struggle for power will remain.   

 Every year is replete with many 

events most not newsworthy, but 

make the news because they are good 

screen time stories.  I feel the church 

should hold a different view.  I would 

like to proclaim a God-perspective of 

2019 and 2020. 

 2019 saw an annual attempt to 

derail the plan of God which failed. 

2019 saw an annual attempt to 

dethrone God, it failed miserably. In 

fact, 2019 saw headlines of the 

church’s demise, decline, and 

relegation to a place of insignificance 

in the West yet Jesus is still Lord. 

God is still changing hearts. Jesus 

continues to prepare a place for us of 

ultimate beauty, ultimate glory, 

ultimate power, ultimate love and 

community where every tear will be 

wiped away and pain and sorrow 

shall be no more.  

 2019 was the year of the Lord 

and so will 2020. But things happen 

in our life individually, personally, 

corporately that tarnish our view, 

dirty the windshield of our vision so 

that the future is tinged, blurry, and 

painted with rather dark hues.  

 So let me acknowledge that, yes, 

when we base life on what is seen 

alone, we can drift into 

discouragement, cynicism, negativity, 

despair, anxiety, depression, and 

unbelief, which the Bible says is 

idolatry.   

 So let me assert that we are 

victorious.  We have won the victory.  

Despite the news-cycle, the 

impeachment proceedings, the loss of 

your favorite sports team, your 

obstinate children, your spouse’s 

emotional detachment, grief from a 

loved one’s death, and insecurity from 

financial instability, none of this 

changes our reality, a reality we can 

see when we choose to live by what is 

not seen. 

 We walk by faith, not sight.  We 

live by the Spirit of God, not by our 

own intelligence, talents, superior 

genetics, or celebrity associations.  We 

serve Jesus, the Author and Perfecter 

of our faith, who has redeemed us, and 

keeps us by the same power that 

resurrected him.  We may be losers to 

the world, but in the kingdom of God 

when you lose your life, you find it.   

2020 - Moving Forward 

 Grand Ave UMC, Porterville First 

UMC, I call us to make 2020 the year 

of evangelism, the year of being good, 

better, and radically awesome 

neighbors.  This is a year to love our 

city to which we are called by virtue of 

our address.  If you live in Strathmore, 

Springville, Woodville, Lindsay, Terra 

Bella, or Visalia, you are called to 

reach Porterville.  If you are a member 

of the Porterville Methodist Church, 

you are called to be an excellent and 

radically hospitable neighbor, to be a 

constant witness in word and deed to 

those in your reach, to invite and be 

invited into the lives of those we love.   

 The church needs to help you talk 

about your faith.  The church needs to 

help you brand your witness so that 

you can concisely deliver it to any who 

ask.  Our churches have languished 

too long trying to reach people who are 
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Jeremiah 29:11 “For I know the 

plans I have for you,” declares the 

Lord, “plans to prosper you and not 

to harm you, plans to give you  

hope and a future.” 

  

T he year has come and gone and 

we are now entering 2020! 2019 

was a great year, but my hopes are 

that 2020 will be even better. As we 

step into the New Year, most of us 

will make resolutions of change, 

often times adding this or that into 

our lives with the expectation that 

it will bring us better health, 

financial gain, love, and peace. We 

will set our minds to accomplish 

these tasks and be encouraged by 

the idea of a fresh start that the 

New Year promises.  

 When making our resolutions, 

we often, unknowingly I might add, 

forget to include God in our 

planning. Most of our goals are 

earthly goals, so our hearts are set 

in an earthly state. But, what if we 

did something different this year? 

What if we centered all of our New 

Year’s resolutions on the will of 

God? What if we decide that this 

year’s goals are focused on our 

relationship with Jesus? We can 

make goals of attending a Bible 

study, inviting friends and family to 

a church service, serving the poor, 

visiting the sick, tithing that extra 

percent, sharing the gospel with a 

stranger, participating in an 

outreach, spending time each day in 

prayer, going on a mission trip, 

and forgiving that person who has 

hurt you so deeply.  

 I believe that when we are 

focused on the will of God and 

surrender our lives to Him, 

determined to put Him first in all 

that we do, the impossible 

becomes possible, our fears can 

turn to courage, and hopelessness 

is replaced by peace and joy.  As 

we read in Jeremiah 29:11, “For I 

know the plans I have for you,” 

declares the Lord, “Plans to 

prosper you and not to harm you, 

plans to give you hope and a 

future.” We can be confident that 

God has his own goals for each of 

us this year and we can rest 

assured that He will guide us on 

our journeys. Jesus will be with 

you every second of every day, 

loving you, encouraging you, 

picking you up when you fall, and 

reminding you that you are loved 

beyond all human measure and 

understanding. 

 I pray that you will be 

encouraged starting out the New 

Year, putting your hopes and 

dreams into the loving hands of 

our Father in Heaven, trusting the 

plans He has for you.  With Jesus 

in your heart guiding your life, 

you can be confident that what He 

has planned for you will satisfy 

the cravings of your heart.  Peace 

to you and your families as we 

enter 2020! 

God is Love, 

Ryan Ridenour 

Youth Ministry 

Family Activities 

Sundays • 2:00 p.m. 

At First United Methodist 

 

Everyone is welcome at the 

upcoming Family Activities at First 

Methodist. We look forward to 

providing a place for our church 

family to invite families in the 

community to join us. 

 

January 19 • 2:00 p.m. 

Family Wintry Crafts 
We will be making some very fun 

wintry crafts to celebrate the 

season. We will make paper 

snowflakes, snowman, polar bear 

masks and a snowman picture. We 

will also be eating hot dogs and 

have a Frozen themed cake. Come 

join us for some Wintry fun. Our 

focus is learning something new 

and enjoying being together as a 

family. 
 

February 23• 2:00 p.m. 

Cookie Decorating 

Come join us for a fun filled 

afternoon of cookie decorating. 

Expand your creative skills and 

share your creations with your 

family. We will also enjoy eating ice 

cream with our cookies,  Our focus 

is on being creative, having fun and 

enjoying family time. 
 

March 15 • 2:00 p.m. 

Family Game Night 
Come join in the fun of Board and 

Card Games. We will enjoy playing 

games together and eating Nachos. 

Our focus is on being a team 

players, learning news skills and 

challenging our brains to learn new 

strategies.  

 

For more information on First 

UMC Family activities, please 

contact Melody 359-4483. 

Mega Sports 

Camp VBS 

December 2019 
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I t is hard to believe that January 

1, 2020 is already knocking at 

the door, isn’t it? I’m still trying to 

absorb all of the wonderful ways 

that Al and I were able to enjoy the 

Christmas holiday. It began on the 

first day of December, Sunday 

afternoon, when I went to a 

performance of the Nutcracker with 

my step-daughter, Shanda, and 

youngest grandson.  

This was the first time I had 

visited the elegant opera house 

downtown. In addition to its ornate 

interior, the decorations for 

Christmas were beautiful. I have 

felt especially connected to the 

Nutcracker ballet ever since the mid

-1960’s when my cousin danced for 

the Bay Area Ballet company.  

Nearly every year my family 

made the long trip from Bakersfield, 

California to Oakland to spend 

Christmas with our grandparents 

and relatives. One of the highlights 

for me was attending cousin Vickie’s 

rehearsals and performances. 

Seeing her exquisite performance in 

the role of the Sugar Plum fairy was 

unforgettable. I could almost see 

Vickie dancing across the stage as I 

watched it again, this time in 

Detroit.  

Two days later, Shanda and I 

attended an “Advent by 

Candlelight” evening tea for the 

women in our church. First, we all 

gathered in the sanctuary to hear 

from four ladies who spoke on hope, 

peace, joy and love as the advent 

candles were lit in the darkened 

room.  

Music, singing, time for prayer 

and reflection… this too was a 

memorable occasion. Afterwards we 

A Light in the Darkness 

found our place at a table hosted 

by a friend in the Christian Life 

center. Time was spent visiting 

with the other people at the table 

while enjoying dessert and 

drinking hot tea. 

At the end of the evening, 

small candles were passed out to 

each participant and lit by one 

person passing along the flame to 

the next. As the beautiful familiar 

melody of “Silent Night” began 

filling the room, I closed my eyes, 

enjoying the voices singing in 

harmony, and listened closely to 

the words.  

Suddenly the woman sitting to 

my left leaned over and whispered, 

“Open your eyes!”  

Good advice! I had forgotten all 

about the candle in my hand! 

Thankfully it wasn’t tipping over. 

But that wasn’t the reason she had 

told me to open my eyes. The first 

thing I saw was the glow of 400 or 

more tiny lights, glimmering and 

shining in the darkened room.  

Hope, encouragement and joy 

flooded my soul as I held up my 

candle along with the others. The 

burning candles united us in the 

desire to be lights to the world as 

Christ has been a light to us 

personally and as a group of 

Christian women. 

There were more fun events 

following the ballet and the tea. It 

seemed like one came right after 

the other:  a Christmas Youth 

Concert with our two young 

grandsons to hear Shanda play 

viola with the Detroit Symphony 

Orchestra; a reunion with our 

nephew Micah who has been living 

in Albania for nearly a year;  

wrapping Christmas presents for 

foster children at the Methodist 

Children’s Home; holiday parties, 

including the 25th annual birthday 

party for Jesus at our house; 

seeing our grandson, Nate, in a 

Christmas pageant and a special 

candlelight service on Christmas 

eve. This time I kept my eyes open 

while singing “Silent Night”! 

Christmas morning saw us 

again at Shanda’s house for a 

family brunch…a sweet time 

together. Still to come: another big 

family gathering, this time for 

dinner; and “Moonbeams for Sweet 

Dreams” at Beaumont hospital, 

where we will join hundreds of 

people in the hospital parking lot 

after dark. At a designated time, 

the crowd will shine flashlights up 

at the children’s ward where the 

kids will be waiting to shine lights 

to the people below. It is meant to 

show the children that they aren’t 

alone, sharing encouragement and 

bringing hope.  

Oh, I almost forgot the rare 

visit to the movie theater to see 

Star Wars Nine, “Rise of 

Skywalker.” Now how did that fit 

in? My take away was twofold—the 

rebels (good guys) never lost hope 

and they stuck together as they 

fought the “dark side.”   

Christ, the light of the world! 

Because of His birth, we have hope. 

May we open our eyes and see. May 

we open our hearts and live. 

“The people walking in darkness have 

seen a great light; on those living in 

the land of the shadow of death, a 

light has dawned.”  Isaiah 9:2 NIV 

For more information, please visit 

www.goodnewswithjudy.blogspot.com  

By Judy Lowery 

http://www.goodnewswithjudy.blogspot.com/
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January 2020 Prayer Calendar 

Wednesday, January 1 - Pray 

that this New Year we can have a 

closer relationship with God. Pray 

also that this New Year will be a 

time of new beginnings that will be 

filled with peace. Amen 

Thursday, January 2 - Pray for 

FUMC as they prepare for Sunday 

Worship Service, 

Friday, January 3 - Pray for both 

GAUMC and FUMC congregations. 

Saturday, January 4 - Pray for 

the Children’s Church teachers who 

will plan lessons and activities. 

Sunday, January 5 - Pray for 

Sunday School, Children’s Church, 

Youth Group and Worship Services. 

Monday, January 6 - Pray for the 

youth who attend Youth Group at 

5:30 p.m. at GAUMC. 

Tuesday, January 7 - Pray and 

reflect on 3 John 1:2 “Beloved, I 

pray that all may go well with you 

and that you may be in good health, 

as it goes well with your soul.” 

Wednesday, January 8 - Pray for 

the Praise Team as they prepare for 

Sunday Worship Service. Pray also 

for the choir and handbell choir as 

they rehearsed at FUMC.   

Thursday, January 9 - Pray for 

the ladies who attend the Women’s 

Bible Study at 5:00 p.m. 

Friday, January 10 - Pray for 

Pastor Tom as he completes sermon 

for Sunday Worship Services. 

Saturday, January 11 - Pray for 

the teachers and students of our 

churches who are back to work.   

Sunday, January 12 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Services as we 

gather in fellowship and praise. 

Monday, January 13 - Pray as we 

start a new week that God will be 

with us as we deal with many 

different situations. 

Tuesday, January 14 - Pray for 

the GAUMC Finance Committee 

meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, January 15 - Pray 

for all the ones who volunteer their 

time to help at GAUMC and 

FUMC. 

Thursday, January 16 - Pray for 

the 6:00 p.m. GAUMC Trustees 

meeting.  

Friday, January 17 - Pray for 

the homeless in our community.  

Pray that they will have shelter 

and food. 

Saturday, January 18 - Pray for 

the Greeters’ who will welcome all 

to Sunday Worship Service. 

Sunday, January 19 - Pray for 

Sunday School, Children’s Church, 

Youth Group and Worship 

Services. Pray for the family 

outreach at 2:00 p.m. at FUMC. 

Monday, January 20 - Pray that 

we can ask ourselves the question 

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. asked: 

“Life’s most persistent and urgent 

question is, ‘What are you doing 

for others?’ Pray that we can be 

helpers in our community. 

Tuesday, January 21 - Pray for 

the ladies of Linda Circle who will 

meet today at 11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 22 - Pray 

that we can think of creative ways 

our churches can do community 

outreach. Pray for the Formation 

Team meeting. 

Thursday, January 23 - Pray for 

the ones who are unable to attend 

church due to illness or 

rehabilitation. 

Friday, January 24 - Pray that we 

can invite someone to church this 

Sunday. Pray for the Homeless 

Connect at our church from 8-1. 

Pray for those who like regular food, 

clothes, and shelter. May they find 

part of their answer at homeless 

connect and in relationship and 

devotion to Jesus. 

Saturday, January 25 - Pray for 

the ones who are thinking of 

volunteering or serving on a 

committee at church. 

Sunday, January 26 - Pray for 

Sunday School, Children’s Church, 

Youth Group and Worship Services. 

Monday, January 27 - Pray for 

youth who attend Youth Group at 

5:30 p.m. at GAUMC. 

Tuesday, January 28 - Pray for 

Ryan Ridenour, Director of Youth 

Ministries as he prepares lessons 

and plans activities. 

Wednesday, January 29 - Pray for 

the at-risk kids in our community. 

Thursday, January 30 - Pray for 

Francie at GAUMC as she manages 

the prayer requests through email.  

Friday, January 31 - Pray that we 

can reflect on the verse from 

Philippians 4:6-7, “Do not be 

anxious about anything but in every 

situation, prayer and petition with 

thanksgiving, present your requests 

to God.  And the peace of God, which 

surpasses understanding, will guard 

your hearts and minds in Christ 

Jesus.” 
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Sermon Video 
Watch a video of the sermon during 

the week or share a link with a 

friend. Pastor Tom’s sermons are 

posted on 

www.grandavenue.org/sermon-

video each week.   

Announcements 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
Please send information for the 

Messenger Newsletter to Judy at 

judy.bur87@gmail.com. The 

deadline for the February 2020 

Messenger is January 20.  

Thank you. 

A Look Back, and A Look Forward 

   Continued from page 1 
just like us.  We will not survive if we 

continue this way.  The Church will 

endure but we will not.  Whatever 

future form the church will take, I 

know it is always exciting to be where 

God’s blessing and moving.  Let us 

move out. 

Clothing Closet 
 The church provides opportunities 

to engage people in need.  The 

Clothing Closet is a perfect place to be 

the church and experience people you 

might not otherwise meet.  From 1:00-

2:30 p.m. on the first Saturday of every 

month - Saturday, January 4 is our 

next one -- you can come and help; you 

can engage the people who come. They 

come as anxious people hoping for a 

handout. Their apprehension is perfect 

openness and vulnerability. We can 

speak to a deep part of them through 

kindness, gentleness. Would you 

please consider helping us once a 

month?  

Sack Lunch 
 Feeding the hungry is another 

place where vulnerable people looking 

for food long to connect with hospitable 

people willing to listen, willing to 

bless.  

 Presently, our sack lunch team 

serves lunch to the homeless on the 

first Saturday of all even months. Our 

first sack lunch of 2020 is Saturday, 

February 1. We meet at Grand Ave 

UMC at 9:45 a.m. and then travel to 

Porterville Area Coordinating Council, 

368 E. Date Ave. serving starts at 

11:30 a.m.  

Family Outreach 
 Porterville Methodist churches 

have an opportunity to restore 

families’ hope. We want to help attract 

these people to church by creating 

environments that show them we care 

about them and their children. 

Porterville First UMC hosts these 

events once a month on Sundays. Our 

next one is Sunday, January 19, 2:00 

p.m. in the Social Hall. 

 You can be a source of hope, 

encouragement, kindness, and 

Christian neighborly hospitality to a 

family that feels alone in their 

struggles to survive.  We can enriches 

Project Homeless Connect 
Project Homeless Connect is at 

Grand Ave UMC on Friday, 

January 24 from 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. To officially volunteer, please 

sign up on the website—

KTHomelessalliance.org 

Reverse Decorating  

At Grand Ave 
Everyone is welcome to stay after 

the service on Sunday, January 5 

for Reverse Decorating. We’ll box 

up the advent decorations, change 

the altar cloths and store it all for 

Advent 2020. 

their lives. If 2020 is going to be the year 

of evangelism, we must engage the 

families of our community. The church 

schedules these events to help you do 

that. If we are to survive and thrive, we 

will do so because we have reached the 

families of our city. 

Parent Project, T1L1 

Preparing Kids for Success 
The Parent Project is an award-winning 

intervention model addressing 

the most destructive of adolescent 

behaviors. We know of no other program 

that addresses it all.  Parent Project 

provides concrete answers for every 

parent question asked. 

 Teach One to Lead One is a program 

with the potential to effectively impact 

the lives of students and guide them 

towards a more positive future. T1L1 

began as a program primarily for at-risk 

youth, but also increasingly beneficial to 

the social and emotional development of 

students from all backgrounds in 

Elementary schools, Middle and High 

schools, youths in the Juvenile Court 

system and more. Today, Teach One to 

Lead One’s reach has exceeded 45,000 

students in 7 countries and the program 

continues to expand.   

 These classes require training, and 

support help for mentors, presenters, 

and helpers. These classes begin again 

on Wednesday, February 12, 4:30 p.m. 

this program has grown enormously, 

and our influence has expanded with it. 

But so has the need. We desperately 

need more mentors, presenters, prayer 

support, and hospitality people. This is 

frontline ministry that seeks to give 

people the gift of hope and the tools to 

help them get their family back. Please 

consider taking a step faith with us! 

With the new year comes a new 

perspective, a New Hope, a new 

opportunity, to tell the old story in new 

and exciting, engaging and inspiring 

ways! You can be a difference maker. 

You can be a family hope-giver. God is 

calling Porterville Methodist churches to 

be the lighthouse shining in the 

darkness guiding the lost ships to safe 

harbor. All aboard! 
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Grand Ave Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Director of Youth Ministries • Ryan Ridenour 

Worship Administrator • Judy Buratovich 

Treasurer • Rodel Lipumano  

Custodian • The Congregation 

First Methodist Office Hours:  
 

Monday– Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Phone: 559-784-4232 

pvfumc@ocsnet.net 
 

First United Methodist Church 

344 E. Morton Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

Happy Birthday! 
Mark Wright • January 9 

Linda Taylor  • January 12 

Nancy Baird • January 24 

Jack Egorov • January 30 

Grand Ave Methodist Weekly Schedule 

Sundays 

 8:30 a.m. Sunday School • Fireside Room  

 9:30 a.m. Worship Service • Sanctuary 

 5:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study 

Mondays 

 5:30 p.m. Youth Group 

Thursdays 

 10:00 a.m. Prayer Group 

 5:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study  

   (2nd & 4th Thursdays) 

 

Grand Ave Methodist Calendar 

Tuesday, January 14 

 6:00 p.m. Grand Ave Finance Meeting 

  

Monday, January 20 

   Office Closed 

   Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

Tuesday, January 21 

 11:00 a.m. Linda Circle 

 

Grand Ave Office Hours:  
 

Monday– Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

 
Phone: 559-784-3791 

Fax: 559-784-3798 

info@grandavenue.org 

www.grandavenue.org 
Grand Ave United Methodist Church 

776 W. Grand Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

First Methodist Weekly Schedule 

Sundays 

 9:30 a.m. Bible Study 

 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Tuesdays 

 10:00 a.m. Morning Watch Prayer Group 

Wednesdays 

 6:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 p.m. Bible Study  

 

First Methodist Calendar 

Saturday, January 4 

 1:00 p.m. Clothing Closet 

Sunday, January 19 

 12:15 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

 2:00 p.m. Family Wintry Crafts 

Monday, January 20 

   Office Closed 

   Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

First Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Counseling Center Director • Joy Semple 

Administrative Assistant • Melissa Sutherland 

Music Coordinator • Christine Klippenstein  

Organist • Donita Roulsten  

Custodian • Melody Burkhart 

Formation Planning Team Meeting 

at Grand Ave 
Wednesday, January 8 at 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 15 at 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, January 22 at 9:00 a.m. 
 


