
I  have good news! Jesus died for 

our sins! But wait there is 

more. Active cases in Tulare 

County shrink but then grow but 

the number of patients recovering 

from Covid-19 continue to grow. 

That is good news! But wait there 

is more. 

 Porterville Methodist churches 

have assembled a relaunch team 

that presented a plan to restart in-

person worship at Porterville first 

and Grand Ave that is good news! 

But wait there is more. 

 As the state restrictions lift, 

we realize that the need for 

people’s safety remains.  The only 

way we knew to best do that is by 

staying home.  But now we have a 

plan to address both the physical 

and the spiritual needs of our 

community. That is good news! 

But wait there is more.   

 As we proceed, we do so in a 

new way using technology to 

assemble hybrid methods of doing 

ministry formed and sharpened 

during the lockdown.  And I have 

more good news! 

 We have been the grateful 

recipients of countless volunteer-

hours from people in both 

churches who have painted, 

cleaned, renovated, repaired, 

altered, modified, beautified, and 

restored both church campuses.  

We are not only able to return to 

church confident that we have 

maintained our church buildings, 

but we can do so knowing they 

are cleaner, safer, and 

intentionally thoughtfully 

redesigned for your benefit. That 

is good news! But wait there is 

more! 

 We plan to continue in some 

form the online worship 

expression with weekly devotions 

and the Wednesday ZOOM Bible 

Study for the summer.  We are 

also planning a virtual VBS as a 

cooperative event of the 

Porterville Methodist Churches.  

And that’s good news.  Wait there 

is more!   

 We also know who we can 

best help by in-person worship.  

More importantly, we know who 

will benefit the most by 

remaining home.  This is often 

referred to as the “high risk 

population.” You know who you 

are, but in case you are not sure:  

Elderly with health risks 

Immune compromised 

Diabetics 

Heart conditions 

Lung conditions 

Those who have been exposed 

to others with COVID 

symptoms 

Those who have COVID 

symptoms 

 We are excited to be amid this 

process.  You will receive a letter, 

phone call, text, email, carrier 

pigeon and maybe all of those to 

communicate when we begin 

holding in-person worship again.  

 We are a part of the “new 

normal” in the world. For Christ-

followers the “new normal” is 

God’s resurrection power 

reshaping your nature, making 

you truly new, making you truly 

God’s own. 

 And we know this is good news 

… But wait! There is more! So 

much more! 

But Wait There Is More! 
by Pastor Tom Buratovich 

Worship Service Online 
Watch the online Worship Service and share a link with a friend. Services 

are posted on www.grandavenue.org each week.  

Church Services relaunch on Sunday, July 12, 2020. 
Check out the Facebook page for each church: 

https://www.facebook.com/GrandAvenueUMC 

https://www.facebook.com/PortervilleFUMC 
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A t one of our youth Zoom 

hangouts I had one of my 

youth ask me, “Ryan, when will all 

this virus stuff end?” I replied, 

answering, “I don’t know.”  Then 

the youth asked me, “But, when do 

YOU think the virus stuff will end?” 

Again, I replied, “I don’t know.” 

We are all dealing with the 

ramifications of “this virus stuff” in 

different ways. Some people are 

stressed out, others full of fear of 

what might happen to them or loved 

ones.  Adults and parents are doing 

their best to work and support 

themselves and their families. Bills 

are piling up and so has concern 

over the current situation. And then 

you have the youth who are 

struggling in ways many adults do 

not see. 

 Throughout the quarantine 

process the youth and I have been 

blessed to meet virtually, as some of 

you have also been doing. Each time 

I meet with the youth online I take 

time to check-in with them and see 

how they are doing mentally, 

physically, and spiritually. I usually 

ask my youth questions such as, 

“How are you holding up having to 

stay home? How are your parents 

doing? What has been difficult for 

you this week? How is your 

relationship with Jesus?” These 

questions lead to dialogue with 

youth that often allows me to have 

much needed conversations. 

As difficult as these past few 

months have been on us adults, 

these difficult circumstances have 

also been very tough for the youth 

in our church and community. Time 

and again, I hear from my youth 

how much they miss their friends. 

For teenagers and young adults, 

friends are hugely important, and 

they are supposed to be.  Bonding 

with peers is one of the essential 

developmental tasks of adolescents. 

When this important element of 

Youth Ministry 

their life is taken away for a period 

of time, their lives seem to be 

thrown for a loop and they have a 

difficult time dealing with it. And 

we must acknowledge the risk of 

depression and anxiety has 

increased in youth and young 

adults these past few months 

during the quarantine when their 

“normal” way of life was upended. 

Youth have three places where 

they find stability: home, church, 

and school. When they are not 

allowed to physically attend school 

or church, a vital source of social 

need has been eliminated. Though 

our youth practically live in a 

digital world, often looking at their 

phones, they are still in much need 

of physically being near people, 

particularly friends.  

So, what can we do for our 

youth? Talk to them. Ask them the 

difficult questions. Take them for a 

walk or for a drive. Reassure them 

that things can and will get better. 

Acknowledge that you know it is 

frustrating for them to be cut off 

from friends. Validate their 

discouragement regarding not 

being able to play team sports, 

spend time with friends, and be in 

social settings. Listen to what they 

are feeling, validate those feelings 

and then be direct about how you 

can work together to make this 

situation bearable. Support their 

side projects such as art, music, and 

stuff that interest the youth. 

Encourage healthy habits. Have a 

Bible study with them. Pray as a 

family.  Simply do something fun. 

Also, it’s okay to not have all the 

answers to the difficult questions. 

Sometimes listening to the youth is 

enough. 

I am available to each of you if 

you would like to have a 

conversation regarding helping 

youth during this difficult time. 

Please reach out if you have any 

questions or concerns. 

I thank God for each of you 

parents, your children, and our 

church family for the support you 

have for our youth. Trust me when 

I say, our youth are aware of your 

love and support and are grateful 

for it as well.  May God bless you 

today and forever. 

God is Love, Ryan Ridenour 

Grand Ave UMC Youth Ministry 

First and Grand Ave Church Service Update 

Each week a Worship Service Video will continue to be posted on 

www.grandavenue.org. Our Facebook pages also contain weekly 

devotions which help address current issues and prayers for you to 

inspire you to grow in grace, peace, and love.   

We invite you to in-person worship which resumes on Sunday, 

July 12.  Here are some ways to prepare to allow for a successful 

experience: 

• Take your temperature before coming to church.  If it is higher 

than 99, please stay home until it vanishes.     

• Bring a face mask.  Please wear it at all times when inside the 

Sanctuary.  We cannot allow any exceptions to this.  If you 

simply cannot wear one, please stay home until this changes. 

• Please observe all posted protocol concerning social distancing, 

and hygiene.   
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I Know ... 

I  think it is a very interesting fact 

that children are so very trusting 

of everything that people tell them 

and of people, in general. Many 

times, they will just walk up to a 

stranger and start talking to them. 

They are so full of love, innocence, 

and so trusting. This “ childlike 

innocence” we lose the older we get. 

We become so skeptical, judgmental, 

sometimes a “Know-it-all”. Why? 

Why do we loose our trust in others? 

Is it because we have been hurt so 

many times? Because someone let us 

down? It’s their fault. They did it. 

They made us the way we are. Or 

could it be that we expected someone 

to act or be a certain way and they 

could not meet our expectation? The 

expectation that we put on them 

without them knowing what we 

expected of them? If so, then that 

means the blame comes right back to 

ourselves. No one actually lets us 

down, disappoints us, or hurts us. 

We let ourselves down. Then why do 

we lose our trust in people, or in 

God? 

 Proverbs 3:5-6 says “Trust in the 

Lord with all your heart, and lean 

not on your own understanding; in 

all your ways acknowledge Him, and 

He will make your paths straight.” 

This verse tells us to put all our trust 

in the Lord and not in our own 

knowledge. Sometimes this is easier 

said than done. Especially when we 

are not able to figure out why things 

are or aren’t happening in life. Why 

certain things are happening around 

us. Even though the world seems like 

it’s falling apart, and we think we 

are in way over our heads, it doesn’t 

mean that God is no longer in 

control. God sees the whole picture. 

He knows what is best for us. Even 

though, we think we know. 

 Abraham is a great example of 

trust in God. Abraham and Sarah 

wanted a baby so badly and God 

promised them one. Finally, they had 

a son, Isaac. I’m sure they loved him 

with all of their heart. He was the 

best thing 

that ever 

happened to 

them. They 

watched him 

grow for 

years and 

then 

something 

unthinkable 

happened. 

God told 

Abraham to sacrifice Isaac on 

Mount Moriah. I’m sure Abraham 

could not believe his ears. I’m sure 

he went over and over in his mind 

the words God spoke and wondered, 

“Did I hear him wrong. He couldn’t 

have said that. Sacrifice my son? 

The one I prayed and prayed that 

God would give me and finally I 

have him, and I, myself have to slay 

him and offer him for a sacrifice.” 

 Despite what I’m sure he felt, 

Abraham was very obedient. He set 

out to do what God asked him. 

H ave you ever thought it would 

be fun to be a Knight and go 

on a quest? Then join us for Virtual 

VBS in July. Venture into a frozen 

land where we will go to a hidden 

castle called North Castle, in search 

of the King’s mighty armor. The 

King’s valiant Knights are on a 

quest in search of the King’s Armor. 

But the armor isn’t what they think 

it is. 

 We are joining together at 

North Castle to be strong in the 

Lord and in the strength of his pow-

er by exploring how we put on the 

armor of GOD. We will take on the 

role of brave Knights and begin our 

quest each session by opening the 

King’s Book. 

 We will revisit Bible stories 

with familiar Bible characters and 

discover different pieces of God’s 

Abraham trusted God. He did not 

rely on his own knowledge, but he 

relied on God. He believed that God 

knew the bigger picture. He trusted 

God with all of his heart and did not 

lean on his own understanding. Of 

course, an Angel of the Lord stopped 

Abraham before he slayed Isaac. God 

was very pleased with Abraham. 

Pleased that Abraham trusted him. 

 Abraham exhibited this 

“childlike trust” that children have. 

That we all should have. He showed 

us that God is in charge of all things. 

No matter how much we think “we 

know.” God knows everything. God 

will never let us down. He will never 

leave us alone or turn his back on us. 

He loves us. We are his children and 

like any Father, He will always be 

there to guide us and protect us. He 

promises us if we trust in Him, He 

will take us where we need to go 

because “He knows” all. 

Melody Burkhart 

First Church Children’s Sunday School 

Looking Forward to Virtual VBS in July 

protective armor. We will explore 

how that armor works in our own 

lives as we follow and serve God. So, 

join us in July and accept the chal-

lenge to “ armor up” and be strong by 

remaining with God. 

 This is an amazing “First Experi-

ence” to be involved in as both of Por-

terville’s Methodist Churches put on 

our very first Virtual VBS in July. If 

you have any questions, please 

contact Ryan Ridenour at Grand 

Ave or Melody Burkhart at First 

Church. See you soon! 
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M y husband, Al, first started 

learning about composting in 

California through the Tulare 

County Master Gardener’s program 

in 1986. When we moved to the 

country a year later, he decided to 

make some compost piles in the 

backyard so that all of our 

vegetable matter from the kitchen 

and garden could eventually be put 

back into the soil.  

They were fairly simple to 

construct, circular in shape and 

made of field fencing.  Each bin was 

about five feet in diameter with a 

long post in the center and filled 

with layers of vegetable scraps, 

grass cuttings, leaves and 

occasionally horse manure. Al had 

to water them daily during the 

spring and summer months. 

The posts were taken out after 

things had packed down, allowing 

for better circulation of air. He also 

turned them regularly, taking down 

the wires and shoveling the 

compost into new bins so that the 

stuff on the top of the old piles 

would be on the bottom of the new.  

Worms also found their way 

from the ground below into the 

layers of compost and helped 

speed up the decomposition 

process. The end result of Al’s 

hard labor was rich, fertile 

compost that was mixed in with 

the soil in the garden and around 

areas where new shrubs were 

planted.  

I liked the practice of 

composting because we were able 

to recycle most of the organic 

waste from the kitchen like egg 

Backyard Composting Michigan style ... 

shells, peels and even coffee 

grounds.  In fact, along with 

recycling most of our cardboard, 

plastic and glass, we only had to 

go to the dump once or twice a 

year. No need for a regular trash 

pickup service.  

After we moved to one of the 

suburbs of Detroit, I wanted to 

start it up again in the backyard of 

our new place. Not so fast! Houses 

in the neighborhood were right 

next to each other, not spread out 

like in the country. The odor of the 

compost bins might attract rats or 

other rodents.  

On Al’s birthday, I surprised 

him with a plastic composting bin 

that had two compartments and 

stood on a metal stand. Each 

compartment could be spun 

around individually to speed up 

the process. The new bin was 

smaller than his original circular 

ones, but the same concept of 

layering organic material, 

watering and turning was used. 

Only one thing was lacking—

the hot sun! Fruit flies were in 

abundance though, necessitating 

relocating the bin from the side 

door to some distance from the 

house. Insects were attracted to the 

former compost piles as well, but 

the piles were in a far corner of the 

property.  

Then, one day I noticed small 

white worms on the lid. Maggots! 

Now that was a different problem. 

That’s when everything got dumped 

out, hosed off and the compost 

disposed of. No more food waste 

was used, even if it was organic and 

vegetable. Only leaves and other 

outdoor type yard waste except for 

grass clippings were thrown into 

the compost pile.  

The problem with gnats and 

flies seemed to improve after that; 

however, three seasons have passed 

and the contents of the bin are still 

not ready to put back into our little 

garden. Michigan composting is 

certainly different than back in 

California. 

Well, it’s understandable. We 

are in a new environment; old 

procedures have to be revised and 

expectations changed. And that 

applies to our lives as well. Even 

though it’s tempting and sometimes 

more desirable to cling on to our old 

ways, we have to let go of them in 

order to adjust to changes in life.  

So it is with the experience of 

becoming spiritually born as a 

Christian. When Christ becomes 

the Lord of our lives, “the old has 

gone, the new has come!” (2 

Corinthians 5:17) Although the 

transformation of our characters is 

a process that happens over a long 

period of time, this promise gives us 

hope. With God’s help, we who are 

made new in Christ can transform 

the world around us. We can, we 

should and we must!  

 

“No one sews a patch of unshrunk cloth on an old garment, for the 

patch will pull away from the garment making the tear worse. 

Neither do men pour new wine into old wineskins. If they do, the 

skins will burst, the wine will run out and the wineskins will be 

ruined. No, they pour new wine into new wineskins and both  

are preserved.”  Matthew 9:16-17 NIV         

By Judy Lowery 
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July 2020 Prayer Calendar   

Wednesday, July 1 - Pray for 

safety for our church families who 

will be travelling this week. 

Thursday, July 2 - Pray for the 

Praise Team as they prepare for 

Sunday Worship. 

Friday, July 3 - Pray for the City 

of Porterville. 

Saturday, July 4 - Pray all will 

have a safe and fun Independence 

Day!  Please observe social 

distancing! 

Sunday, July 5 - Pray for Sunday 

online Worship. 

Monday, July 6 -  As we start a 

new week, pray that we know that 

with God all things are possible. 

Tuesday, July 7 -  Pray for the 

ones who are ill or rehabilitating.  

Pray for strength and healing. 

Wednesday, July 8 - Pray for the 

youth of our churches, plans for our 

first Virtual VBS and the families 

we hope to reach. 

Thursday, July 9 - Pray that you 

can reflect on Proverbs 11:25, “A 

generous person will prosper; 

whoever refreshes others will be 

refreshed..” 

Friday, July 10 - Pray for those on 

a church committee who make 

decisions for our churches. 

Saturday, July 11 - Pray and 

reflect on  Proverbs 12:25, “Anxiety 

weighs down the heart, but a kind 

word cheers it up.” 

Sunday, July 12 - Pray for 

RELAUNCH SUNDAY! 9:30 & 

11:00 am 

Monday, July 13 - Pray for the 

financial situations at our churches. 

Tuesday, July 14 - Pray for the 

GAUMC Finance Meeting today at 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, July 15 - Pray that 

we know Ephesians 6:10, “Finally, 

be strong in the Lord and in his 

mighty power.” 

Thursday, July 16 - Pray for the 

GAUMC Trustees meeting. 

Friday, July 17 - Pray for Pastor 

Tom as he prepares the sermon for 

Sunday Worship Service. 

Saturday, July 18 -  Pray that 

you can tell someone about God. 

Thank God for those who help 

keep our church facilities 

maintained. 

Sunday, July 19 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Service. 

Monday, July 20 - Pray and 

reflect on 2 Timothy 4:17 “But the 

Lord stood with me and gave me 

strength, so that through me the 

message might be fully proclaimed 

and all the Gentiles might hear it.  

And I was delivered from the lion’s 

mouth.” 

Tuesday, July 21 - Pray for the 

ladies of Linda Circle. 

Wednesday, July 22- Pray and 

reflect on  Hosea 12:6, “But you 

must return to your God; maintain 

love and justice, and wait for your 

God always.” 

Thursday, July 23 - Pray for the 

ladies of the Women’s Bible Study. 

Friday, July 24 - Pray and reflect 

on Jeremiah 30:17, “For I will 

restore health unto thee, and I will 

heal thy  wounds, saith the Lord; 

because they called thee an 

Outcast, saying, This is Zion, 

whom no man seeketh after..” 

Saturday, July 25 - Pray for 

peace and unity in our community. 

Sunday, July 26 - Pray for 

Sunday Worship Service. 

Monday, July 27 -  Pray for our 

neighbors as we love them! 

Tuesday, July 28 - Pray that we 

can try to be uplifting to others. 

Wednesday, July 29 - Pray for 

the church staff, who are planning 

future activities for our churches. 

Thursday, July 30 - Thank God 

for all our blessings! 

Friday, July 31 - Pray and reflect 

on Isaiah 40:31,”But those who 

hope in the Lord will renew their 

strength .  They will soar on wings 

like eagles: they will run and not 

grow weary.  They will walk and 

not be faint.” 

Saturday, August 1 - Pray for the 

First UMC Clothing Closet 

meeting August 1 at 9:30 a.m. 

First and Grand Ave 

Church Services 

Each week a Worship Service Video 

will continue to be posted on 

www.grandavenue.org.  

We welcome you to join us in church  

at either Grand Ave at 9:30 a.m. or 

First at 11:00 a.m. beginning 

Sunday, July 12 or watch online. 

Videos may be posted by Mondays. 

Face coverings must be worn while 

you are in the Sanctuary. 
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Grand Ave Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Director of Youth Ministries • Ryan Ridenour 

Worship Administrator • Judy Buratovich 

Treasurer • Rodel Lipumano  

Custodian • The Congregation 

First Methodist Office Hours:  
 

Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Phone: 559-784-4232 

pvfumc@ocsnet.net 
 

First United Methodist Church 

344 E. Morton Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

Happy Birthday! 

First UMC 

Joan Pharis •July 1 

Bill White• July 2 

Lou Ellen White • July 6 

Lua Woffinden • July 9 

Ann White • July 10 

Joy Leach • July 13 

Bobbi Ernst • July 13 

Linda Young • July 16 

Garrick Burkhart • July 24 

Sonja Jett • July 25 

Bob Falls • July 29 

Deane Rhoadarmer • July 30 

 

Happy Birthday! 

Grand Ave UMC 

Helen Gilbert • July 3 

Linda Brown • July 6 

Edna Takakjian • July 8 

Lynn Egorov • July 9 

Steve Bartlett • July 10 

Donna Schmutz • July 12 

Barbara Smith • July 13 

Erlinda Lipumano • July 15 

Robin Galloway • July 21 

Marjorie Carey • July 24 

Frances DePaoli • July 24 

Sue Wright • July 29 

Brooke Borges • July 30 

First United Methodist  

Grand Ave United Methodist  
Meetings are via Computer Connection 

Sunday, July 5 

 Join us on our website for Worship Service 

 www.grandavenue.org or  

 www.facebook.com/PortervilleFUMC or 

 www.facebook.com/GrandAvenueUMC 

Sunday, July 12 

 9:30 a.m. Worship Service at Grand Ave UMC 

 11:00 a.m. Worship Service at First UMC  

 

Grand Ave Office Hours:  
 

Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

 
Phone: 559-784-3791 

Fax: 559-784-3798 

info@grandavenue.org 

www.grandavenue.org 
Grand Ave United Methodist Church 

776 W. Grand Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

First Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Counseling Center Director • Joy Semple 

Administrative Assistant • Melissa Sutherland 

Music Coordinator • Christine Klippenstein  

Organist • Donita Roulsten  

Children/Custodian • Melody Burkhart 

Thank You 
The Grand Ave Trustees would like to thank the 

following members that "braved the heat" for our church 

workday on June 27: Jack Egorov, Mark and Sue Wright, 

Ryan Ridenour, Cindy Bartlett, Ray and Lenora Rodarte, 

Donna Schmutz, Bill Means, Patricia Holdsworth, and 

Verna Hatcher. Besides saving the Congregation a lot of 

much needed funds, your passion to help invest and 

maintain the Church campus is greatly appreciated. God 

Bless You All for your efforts. 

Ray Holdsworth, Trustee's Co-Chair GAUMC 

 

Clothing Closet • August 1 
FUMC will host Clothing Closet on Saturday, August 1 

starting at 9:30 am. We will have strict new COVID-19 

guidelines. Watch for further details and call Ann at 559-

920-0977 to let her know how you can help. 

  

FUMC Yard Sale  
We continue to receive items for a future yard sale. 

Please bring all items, large and small, old and new, to 

First UMC when we are there to receive them. Thank 

you for your donations! 

 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
Please send information for the Messenger Newsletter to 

Judy at judy.bur87@gmail.com. The deadline for the 

August 2020 Messenger is July 18. Thank you. 

 

Sack Lunch Update 
We would love to have your help with Sack Lunch. Please contact 

Sue Wright or Cindy Bartlett (559)789-3436 for more 

information. Let them know when you are able to help!  Please 

bring your own required masks and gloves. 

Announcements 

50th Anniversary Save the Date 
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Ernst invite you to save September 13, 

2020 for their 50th Wedding Anniversary Celebration.  

Join them at First UMC from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. for 

lunch, sharing and photos. Please RSVP to 559-853-2092. 


