
A  growth edge for me as a pastor 

has been to show gratitude to 

any person in response to any act of 

attempted gratitude.  While I do 

better than I did, I know I have more 

progress to make. So I wish to do my 

best now to say thank you.   

 The generosity of the saintly 

people of the Porterville Methodist 

churches, Grand Ave. and First, 

blessed my family and me deeply. 

Your generosity expressed by your 

financial gift to the staff, your 

generosity and your support in this 

new and uncharted season of our 

churches, your willingness to go 

where we have not been.  For all 

these things you do in word and 

deed, I give thanks.   

 Let me now update you about our 

denomination. 

Denominational Update 
I read some media footage about the 

United Methodist Church splitting. 

It is vital that we understand what 

these rumors mean and do not mean.   

 First, no official vote has 

occurred. Those who made the 

announcement and participated in 

the negotiations were neither elected 

nor chosen to gather and collaborate. 

This group has no authority to make 

any changes to the church. Despite 

all this, several articles suggested, in 

ignorance, that the church has 

completed the split -- not true! 

 The only body able to make 

legislative decisions for the United 

Methodist Church is the General 

Conference scheduled for May 2020. 

That is the only body authorized to 

make such a decision. What 

occurred consisted of a group of 

pastors, bishops, and other officials 

who created across-the-aisle 

legislation that included separation. 

This legislation must be debated, if 

necessary modified, voted on, then 

constitutionally tested. 

 Through this process any part 

of the proposal can be changed. We 

pray and wait until the actual 

decision is made. Until that time 

please know that what makes 

headlines may not accurately 

represent the truth.  

 The most popular proposals in 

their current state allow traditional 

pastors and congregations, Annual 

Conferences, even jurisdictions to 

leave the United Methodist Church 

and join a new denomination 

currently represented by the 

Wesleyan Covenant Association. 

Local churches will not have the 

option of going independent without 

incurring a substantial financial 

obligation. Pastors will either stay 

in the United Methodist Church or 

transfer to the Wesleyan Covenant 

Church.  

 Votes will be taken at the local 

church level in Charge Conferences 

to determine their future course. 

These votes will not be taken for at 

least a year, most likely longer. 

This is all contingent on the 

legislation passing at Gen. 

Conference.  

 However important this is, I 

must again emphasize - Nothing, 

absolutely nothing, happening 

affects our ministry to Porterville. 

We continue to focus and strive “to 

invite all into a transforming 

relationship with Jesus to love God 

through serving our community.”   

 I have also sensed an anxiety 

that our Porterville churches will 

suddenly change in their attitude, 

orientation or ministry. That is 

simply not true. We know who we 

are. We have thought, prayed, 

fasted, studied and continued to 

work with the confidence in who we 

are in Christ, who we are as Christ’s 

church, and who we are as the 

worshiping community pursuing 

excellence in love for our community. 

We do not have any kind of identity 

crisis. We do not look for the Annual 

Conference to tell us who we are. I 

do not say this to minimize the 

importance of an annual conference 

but rather to elevate the importance 

of Jesus.  

 This current crisis in the 

denomination will be used like every 

other crisis for good. But let us not 

take our eyes off the prize -- the high 

calling of Jesus Christ to love our 

community. If our denomination toils 

and spins, we must pray for it yet 

remain unshakable, steadfast, and 

ready in and out of season to give 

account of the hope that is within us. 

Lent 
The Lenten season begins on Ash 

Wednesday, February 26. We will 

use the Lenten devotional by Henry 

Nouwen. These will be available 

Sunday, February 23. Ashes will be 

available from 9:00-11:00 a.m. at 

Grand Ave and 1:00-3:00 p.m. at 

First.  In addition, we have 

A Pleasant Surprise 
by Pastor Tom Buratovich 

Continued on page 5 
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T he month of February is here 

and with it comes some rain, a 

little fog at times, but most of all 

fun events for our youth and 

opportunities for our church family 

to make positive impacts in the 

lives of many people in our 

community.  

 It’s that time of year when the 

youth group begins looking forward 

to all of the trips and outings that 

we have planned for the coming 

months. For some of our youth, the 

money needed for our trips is 

difficult to attain. To help our youth 

raise funds so that everyone has the 

opportunity to join us on our 

adventures, the youth will be 

having a bake sale on Sunday, 

February 2 immediately following 

the worship service. If you would 

like to bake something delicious and 

donate it to the youth for our bake 

sale, please speak to me. Thank you 

all for the positive impact you each 

have in the lives of our youth 

members.   

 On Wednesday, February 12, 

Pastor Tom will be starting the 

latest class of The Parent Project. 

Through this program we will have 

parents with children who are 

dealing with difficult issues enter 

into our church seeking help. This 

is a wonderful opportunity for all of 

us to stand beside those in need, 

offering love, grace, and a listening 

ear, all while providing valuable, 

life changing instruction that will 

impact their family for generations. 

You may wonder why the youth guy 

is so interested in what is going on 

with parents. Well, my heart 

desires the best for youth in our 

church and community. The most 

impactful people in a youths’ life is 

their parents. If the parents are 

healthy and able to raise their 

children with what the youth needs, 

then we see the youth provided with 

the correct tools to be healthy 

themselves. It’s a win-win all 

around. I encourage each of you 

who have a heart for helping 

families in need to consider 

discovering how you can play a 

role in changing families lives for 

generations to come. Please speak 

to Pastor Tom or myself if you are 

interested. 

 February is also the month in 

which the youth make their yearly 

trip to Bakersfield for a day of ice 

skating and fellowship and a little 

bit of pizza too. On Saturday, 

February 29, the youth and I will 

meet at Grand Avenue at 10:00 

a.m. and make the trek to 

Bakersfield for a day full of fun. 

Each student will need $13 for 

skating and ice skate rental and 

$15 for dinner. We will be going to 

John’s Incredible Pizza to 

replenish our bodies after all the 

skating. If your youth child is 

interested in attending this trip, 

please speak to me and I will sign 

them up.  

 Please join me in prayer over 

the outreaches and events planned 

for February. Each word spoken in 

prayer to our Savior in a blessing 

for whom they are spoken for. 

Thank you all and have a blessed 

month. 

God is Love, 

Ryan Ridenour 

 

Youth Ministry 

Family Activities 

Sundays • 2:00 p.m. 

At First United Methodist 

 

Everyone is welcome to attend 

upcoming Family Activities at First 

Methodist. We look forward to 

providing a place for our church 

family to invite families in the 

community to join us. 

 

February 23• 2:00 p.m. 

Cookie Decorating 
Come join us for a fun filled 

afternoon of cookie decorating. 

Expand your creative skills and 

share your creations with your 

family. We will also enjoy eating ice 

cream with our cookies,  Our focus 

is on being creative, having fun and 

enjoying family time. 

 
 

March 15 • 2:00 p.m. 

Family Game Night 
Come join in the fun of Board and 

Card Games. We will enjoy playing 

games together and eating Nachos. 

Our focus is on being a team 

players, learning news skills and 

challenging our brains to learn new 

strategies.  

 

 

April 12 

Easter Sunday 

 

For more information on First 

UMC Family activities, please 

contact Melody 359-4483. 
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O n New Year’s Day, Al and I 

joined a large group of people 

on an organized walk around the 

cemetery adjacent to our house. 

Actually, it was 9:00 a.m. on a 

bright, clear morning that we 

walkers gathered together, first at 

the nearby mall. The temperature 

was probably close to freezing and a 

gusty wind was blowing making it 

feel even colder. No shorts and t-

shirts that day!  

 After turning in donations of 

canned food that would be given to 

a local food bank and receiving 

instructions, like watching out for 

black ice, everyone began walking 

in the direction of the cemetery. 

The distance to be walked was 

between 2 and 5 K, making it 

doable for a wide variety of folks 

including those with physical 

limitations. In our case, the bone 

chilling cold finally convinced us to 

shorten the walk. In fact, most 

people were finished within the 

hour!  

 Unfortunately, Al picked up a 

bad cough after that event. It 

seemed to worsen after a few days, 

lodging in his chest. On the spur of 

the moment, he decided to go to an 

urgent care facility.  

 The PA who saw him 

confirmed that it was 

bronchitis. She was thorough, 

also having an x-ray of his 

chest taken there at the office 

to check for pneumonia. While 

looking at the x ray, she found 

a shadowy spot on the aortic 

artery leading out from the 

heart down to the abdomen.  

 “By the way, do you know 

that you have an aortic 

Ups and Downs 

aneurysm?” she asked Al. He was 

shocked by her question. The PA 

told him that it was quite large 

and wanted him to go straight to 

the emergency room!  

 Instead, he convinced her to 

set up an appointment with a 

vascular surgeon and 

arrangements were made for the 

following morning. Then he 

headed home with prescriptions, 

the disc of his x-ray and quite a 

story to tell. We were both 

anxious, not knowing what to 

expect. 

 When we walked into the 

waiting room for Al’s appointment, 

there were hardly any seats 

available. Many people had 

walkers, were laboring to breathe 

and obviously in pain. Were they 

all having issues related to 

aneurysms, we wondered? It was 

especially alarming when three 

medics rolled a man in on a 

gurney. They all stayed in the 

crowded waiting room until the 

doctor was free to see him.  

 After an examination, the 

vascular surgeon told Al that he’d 

like to have more definitive testing 

done. The x-ray wasn’t clear 

enough to tell if it was an 

aneurysm. He didn’t seem 

worried, but rather wanted to give 

Al enough time to get the testing 

done and wanted to see him again 

in about two weeks. In the 

meantime, life could go on as usual, 

just avoiding strenuous exercise. 

Moderate exercising at the gym 

would be okay once the bronchitis 

was gone.  

 His calm demeanor relaxed us 

and we left the office feeling 

relieved. Honestly, I had expected 

to go home after the visit, pack up a 

few things and then drive straight 

to the hospital. Praise the Lord for 

the reprieve, even though we didn’t 

know what was ahead. 

 Our fluctuating emotions 

reminded me of an experience I had 

as a preteen, learning how to body 

surf at the beach. I confidently 

assured my dad that I knew how to 

do it already when he began giving 

me some pointers. However, the 

first wave that I tried to ride to 

shore spun me around, pulled me 

down to the ocean floor and spewed 

me out on the sand. What power! I 

was quickly humbled. 

 Al’s aneurysm scare felt 

somewhat like that. I’m sure that 

we’ve all had times of feeling 

pushed around emotionally by the 

circumstances in our lives. 

However, in spite of being tossed 

about, we have an anchor—the 

hope of eternal life that Christ has 

given to us through his great 

sacrifice on the cross. There is 

nothing that can separate us from 

His wonderful love. Great news, eh? 

  “For I am convinced that 

neither death nor life, neither 

angels nor demons, neither the 

present nor the future, nor any 

powers, neither height nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, 

will be able to separate us from the 

love of God that is in Christ Jesus 

our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39 NIV)  

“We have this hope as an anchor for 

the soul, firm and secure.”  

Hebrews 6:19a NIV 

For more information, please visit 

www.goodnewswithjudy.blogspot.com  

By Judy Lowery 

http://www.goodnewswithjudy.blogspot.com/
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February 2020 Prayer Calendar 

Saturday, February 1- Pray for the 

Sack Lunch today at 9:45am that will 

begin at GAUMC.  Pray for the 

Clothing Closet at 1:00 p.m. at FUMC.  

Pray for all the volunteers and all the 

ones who are in need. 

Sunday, February 2 - Pray for 

Worship Services today as we gather 

together in His Holy name. 

Monday, February 3 - Pray for the 

Youth Group at 5:30 p.m. at GAUMC. 

Tuesday, February 4 - Pray that we 

can reflect on Bible verse John 3:16 

today. For God so loved the world, that 

he gave his only Son, that whoever 

believes in him should not perish but 

have eternal life. 

Wednesday, February 5 - Pray for 

the Grand Ave Praise Team and the 

First UMC Choir as they prepare for 

Sunday Worship Services. 

Thursday, February 6 - Pray for 

Ryan Ridenour, Director of Youth 

Services as he plans lessons and 

activities. 

Friday, February 7 - Pray for the ones 

in our congregations who are ill or who 

are rehabilitating. 

Saturday, February 8 - Read Bible 

verses Ephesians 2:4-5 “But because of 

his great love for us, God, who is rich in 

mercy, made us alive with Christ even 

when we were dead in transgressions - it 

is by grace you have been saved.”  Today 

pray and give thanks to God for His 

grace and His love. 

Sunday, February 9 - Pray for 

Sunday School, Children’s Church, 

Youth Group and Worship Services. 

Monday, February 10 - Pray for 

Melody Burkart as she teaches and 

plans lessons for the children of First 

church. Pray also for Melissa 

Sutherland, the administrative 

assistant at First. 

Tuesday, February 11 - Pray for the 

Finance Committee Meeting at 

GAUMC at 6:00 p.m. 

 

Wednesday, February 12 - Pray for 

Teach One to Lead One and The 

Parent Project as it begins today.  

Pray for the mentors and pray that 

through these programs the parents 

and kids involved will be ready to start 

making better choices for themselves.  

Thursday, February 13 - Pray for 

the ladies who attend Women’s Bible 

Study at 5:30 p.m. at GAUMC. 

Friday, February 14 - Pray that we 

know in our hearts that Bible verse in 

Psalm 136:26, “Give thanks to the God 

of heaven, for his steadfast love 

endures forever.” 

Saturday, February 15 - Pray for 

the Greeter’s for Sunday Worship 

Service tomorrow.  Pray all who enter 

the doors will feel welcomed. 

Sunday, February 16 - Pray for the 

Sunday School, Children’s Church, 

Youth Group and Worship Services. 

Monday, February 17 - Pray for the 

Youth Group at 5:30 p.m. at GAUMC.  

Pray for Ryan Ridenour and all the 

youth that attend. 

Tuesday, February 18 - Pray for the 

ladies who attend Linda Circle at 

11:00 a.m. 

Wednesday, February 19 - Pray for 

Francie as she manages the emails for 

the Prayer Requests. 

Thursday, February 20 - Pray for 

the Trustees Meeting at 6pm at 

GAUMC and the Bible study at Sierra 

Hills at 3:00 p.m. 

Friday, February 21 - Pray for 

Pastor Tom as he plans his sermon for 

this Sunday’s Worship Services. 

Saturday, February 22 -  Pray for 

all who are on church committees and 

the ones who are thinking of joining a 

committee at our churches.  Pray for 

them as they make important 

decisions. 

Sunday, February 23 - Pray for 

Sunday School, Children’s Church, 

Youth Group and Worship Services. 

Pray for all who attend the Cookie 

Decorating at FUMC at 2:00 p.m. today. 

Monday, February 24 -  Pray for 

innovative ways that we can help our 

community. 

Tuesday, February 25 -  Pray that we 

can be strengthened by God’s Holy 

Spirit as we face difficult situations. 

Ash Wednesday, February 26 - Pray 

that we experience the beginning of 

Lent as an opportunity to draw close to 

Jesus.  Pray for those who receive ashes 

and who pray in centering prayer 11:30 

a.m., 3:30 p.m. 

Thursday, February 27-  Pray that we 

can invite a neighbor, a friend, a co-

worker or a stranger to Worship Service 

this Sunday. 

Friday, February 28 -  Pray that our 

church can continue to serve others well 

and transform lives. 

Saturday, February 29 -  Pray that as 

we end this month, we can reflect on 1 

Corinthians 13:4-7.  “Love is patient, 

love is kind.  It does not envy, it does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it 

is not easily angered, it keeps no record 

of wrongs.  Love does not delight in evil 

but rejoices with the truth.  It always 

protects, always trusts, always hopes, 

always perseveres” 

Ash Wednesday 
February 26 

Grand Ave UMC 

9:00-11:00 a.m. Ashes Available 

11:30 a.m. Centering Prayer 

 

First UMC 

1:00-3:00 p.m. Ashes Available 

3:30 p.m. Centering Prayer 

 

Stop by either campus 

as you are able. 
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Sermon Video 
Watch a video of the sermon during the 

week or share a link with a friend. 

Pastor Tom’s sermons are posted on 

www.grandavenue.org/sermon-video 

each week.   

Announcements 

Clothes for the Needy 
The First Methodist Clothing 

Closet is open on the first Saturday 

of every month. We are open 

February 1 from 1:00 to 2:30 p.m. 

for those in our community in need. 

Greeters and volunteers are 

welcome to help distribute and 

engage visitors. Donations of gently 

used clothes are always welcome. 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
Please send information for the 

Messenger Newsletter to Judy at 

judy.bur87@gmail.com. The deadline 

for the March 2020 Messenger is 

February 18. Thank you. 

A Pleasant Surprise 

   Continued from page 1 

Sunday, February 16  

Teen Challenge Choir 
On Sunday, February 16 we 

welcome the Teen Challenge Choir 

to both Methodist Churches. 

Following the 11:00 a.m. service at 

First Methodist, please join for a 

potluck lunch at First. Bring your 

favorite salad or dessert to share. 

Hamburgers will be provided. 

scheduled two centering prayer 

sessions at 11:30 a.m. at Grand, 

and 3:30 p.m. at First.   

 What is centering prayer? 

“Sounds too Catholic to me,” I have 

been told.  The object of Centering 

Prayer involves listening to the 

word of God in Scripture (Lectio 

Divina) to cultivate friendship with 

Christ.  

 The label was coined by Pope 

Gregory the Great (6th century) in 

summarizing the Christian 

contemplative tradition as “resting 

in God.” This was the classical 

meaning of contemplative prayer in 

the Christian tradition for the first 

sixteen centuries. Centering prayer 

was historically called “centering 

our rest in God.”  

 We will read Scripture and then 

give you a single concept on which 

to focus your attention. You will 

then experience 15 minutes of 

silence to focus your attention and 

converse with the Lord. We will do 

this twice. It is a wonderful practice 

to which I commend you.  

 The season of Lent is also time 

of denial. We cease doing something 

that we have lost control of, or it 

owns us in an unhealthy way and 

has become too important. Many 

times in my life, I cannot do what is 

right until I quit doing what is not. 

That is the concept and goal of 

denial -- to find those things more 

important than Jesus and minimize 

them that Jesus might be 

maximized in our hearts.  

EM360 Plan 
The Effective Ministry 360° 

(EM360) is an exhaustive process 

that helps pastors and churches 

work together to maximize their 

strengths and help to serve each 

other through their weaknesses. 

The formation plan committee has 

discussed, prayed, and worked 

through the report and assessment 

process through which four goals 

have crystallized. 

 First, we wish to help 

congregations rediscover/revitalize 

evangelism as a practiced value. This 

means providing teaching, training, 

and praying to this end. We will say 

much more about this in the 

immediate future but for now please 

ask God to give us a passion and 

desire to share our faith with our 

community. 

 Second, we wish to develop and 

implement a follow-up process with 

those attending outreach activities 

that will foster an ongoing 

relationship. This is something we 

have talked about and suspected for a 

long time and it is time for us to 

intentionally step forward and make 

this a priority. People can visit our 

churches and come to our activities 

all they want. If we do not connect 

with them, continue to leave the door 

open for them and invite them, we 

will continue to be frustrated by our 

lack of retention. 

 Third, we wish to establish a 

clear and accessible pathway for 

discipleship.  Mature Christians that 

have a depth of insight and 

knowledge are better able to make a 

difference in their spheres of 

influence.  We will seek to facilitate 

training and form a structure that is 

accessible to all who seek to grow 

spiritually.  

 Finally, we want to develop 

stronger relationships with the 

Porterville Methodist churches.  We 

need to regularly pray for the 

increase of  Grand Ave., Porterville 

First, and Vida Nueva.   

 We will say much more about all 

these goals. For now, it is important 

that we see the potential for God to 

bless and move in our city and in our 

churches, and our families and in our 

hearts.  

 I am grateful for all of you, for 

our Lord and our city. I pray I never 

grow tired of being grateful! 

Church Wide Yard Sale 
The next Church Wide Yard Sale is 

May 1 and 2 at Grand Ave. Please bring 

small donation items to church at any 

time. We begin pricing on Wednesday, 

February 5, 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  
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Grand Ave Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Director of Youth Ministries • Ryan Ridenour 

Worship Administrator • Judy Buratovich 

Treasurer • Rodel Lipumano  

Custodian • The Congregation 

First Methodist Office Hours:  
 

Monday– Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Phone: 559-784-4232 

pvfumc@ocsnet.net 
 

First United Methodist Church 

344 E. Morton Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

Happy Birthday! 

Kyle Wright • February 2 

Rodel Lipumano • February 7 

Elaine Jenne •February 8 

Paige Borges • February 12 

Charlotte Crawford • February 23 

Grand Ave Methodist Weekly Schedule 
Sundays 

 8:30 a.m. Sunday School • Fireside Room  

 9:30 a.m. Worship Service • Sanctuary 

 5:00 p.m. Youth Bible Study 

Mondays 

 5:30 p.m. Youth Group 

Wednesdays 

 4:30 p.m. Parent Project, T1L1 (Feb. 12, 19, 26) 

Thursdays 

 10:00 a.m. Prayer Group 

 5:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study (2nd & 4th) 

 

Grand Ave Methodist Calendar 

Tuesday, February 11 

 6:00 p.m. Grand Ave Finance Meeting 

Thursday, February 13 

 1:00 p.m. Combined SPRC at First Church 

Sunday, February 16 

 9:30 a.m. Teen Challenge Choir in Worship 

Monday, February 17 

   Office Closed 

   Presidents’ Day 

Tuesday, February 18 

 11:00 a.m. Linda Circle 

Wednesday, February 26 

 9:00-11:00 a.m. Ashes 

 11:30 a.m. Centering Prayer 

Grand Ave Office Hours:  
 

Monday– Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

 
Phone: 559-784-3791 

Fax: 559-784-3798 

info@grandavenue.org 

www.grandavenue.org 
Grand Ave United Methodist Church 

776 W. Grand Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

First Methodist Weekly Schedule 
Sundays 

 9:30 a.m. Bible Study 

 11:00 a.m. Children’s Sunday School 

 11:00 a.m. Worship Service 

Tuesdays 

 10:00 a.m. Morning Watch Prayer Group 

Wednesdays 

 6:00 p.m. Handbell Rehearsal 

 7:00 p.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 7:30 p.m. Bible Study  

 

First Methodist Calendar 

Saturday, February 1 

 1:00 p.m. Clothing Closet 

Thursday, February 13 

 1:00 p.m. Combined SPRC at First Church 

Sunday, February 16 

 11:00 a.m. Teen Challenge Choir in Worship 

Monday, February 17 

   Office Closed 

   Presidents’ Day 

Sunday, February 23 

 2:00 p.m. Family Cookie Decorating 

Wednesday, February 26 

 1:00-3:00 p.m. Ashes 

 3:30 p.m. Centering Prayer 

First Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Counseling Center Director • Joy Semple 

Administrative Assistant • Melissa Sutherland 

Music Coordinator • Christine Klippenstein  

Organist • Donita Roulsten  

Children/Custodian • Melody Burkhart 


