
M ost of you probably know that 

an epistemology is the study 

or a theory of the nature and 

foundation of knowledge. Part of the 

many lessons of life the pandemic 

has taught me is the need for a solid 

and Christ-centered epistemology. 

You may not have ever thought of it 

in those terms but let me explain. 

 The basis for our knowledge, as 

Christ followers is a reality in which 

God, Almighty, all-knowing, all-

powerful, all loving and forgiving, 

has made a world that contains 

things “seen and unseen.” This 

means we are not materialists. By 

this, I mean we believe there is 

more to the world than just what we 

see. We, likewise, are not just 

physical beings, a pile of chemicals, 

the collocation of atoms, the 

coalescing of evolutionary biological 

processes, but we are eternal souls 

in temporary earthen vessels 

created to proclaim, and apply the 

wonders and glory of God. 

 How has this become such an 

important lesson that I care to 

mention it here? It means that 

however bad the virus is - and it is 

bad, contagious, infectious, and 

deadly especially to the vulnerable - 

it is the thing that functions under 

the sovereignty, grace and plan of 

Jesus. That means while I should be 

careful and diligent to manage my 

health and assist the health of 

others by preventive practices, I can 

rest in the knowledge that God is 

using even a terrible virus like 

COVID19 to accomplish his plan 

according to his good pleasure.  

 Therefore, when I see 

responses on the news cycle that 

create a political, or oppressive 

narrative based on the reaction to 

or the existence of the virus, I can 

interpret those through my 

epistemology. The basis for my 

reality is that first, God is in 

charge. Nothing happens without 

his knowledge, permission, and 

grace. So I can weep with those 

who suffer, rejoice with those who 

rejoice, knowing that all happens 

within the purview, and 

administration of our great God. 

 Second, I can learn to walk a 

fine line that allows me to strip the 

interpretation of events from the 

events themselves. This is 

important in today’s world because 

so many events are presented with 

a political interpretation. It is 

important for us to simply see the 

event and not the interpretation 

because the interpretation will 

usually, very often, not agree with a 

Christian epistemology.   

 During the days of the Roman 

Empire one skeptic who witnessed 

the martyrdom of Christians in the 

Coliseum wondered why “their 

great and all-powerful God did not 

rescue them.”  But from our 

perspective God did. He delivered 

them from this life to the next. He 

presented them before his throne 

blameless and gave them a crown of 

glory! You see, your epistemology 

can make all the difference in the 

world. 

 I also rejoice when I see kids 

sing songs about Jesus. I rejoice 

when I have parents decide to 

intentionally engage with their 

kids. When the hungry get fed and 

the naked get clothed and the 

homeless are encouraged to 

cultivate practices leading to 

domicile dwelling, that is what it 

means to have a viral epistemology. 

That is what it means to be a Christ 

follower. Your mind, church, your 

A Viral Epistemology 
by Pastor Tom Buratovich 

Outdoor Worship Service - Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 
Both churches meet together Sundays at 8:00 a.m. in the 

Courtyard of First UMC. We hope you are able to attend in person. 

Bring your own lawn chair, Bible, sun glasses and face covering.  

A video of the Outdoor Service will be available online to view by 

Sunday evenings. Videos are posted on www.grandavenue.org. 

Continued on Page 2 
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The past five months have been the 

most interesting social event I have 

been a part of during my years on 

earth. We have witnessed the 

beginning and continuing pandemic, 

schools teaching their students 

distantly and virtually, in person 

indoor worship services paused, 

sports halted, watched as stores and 

restaurants close down and in some 

cases permanently, people losing 

jobs, and the list seems to go on and 

on. 

I openly confess that I struggle 

with change. I like routine. I follow 

plans and I follow through on goals. 

When this pandemic hit, each day 

felt like it brought new changes to 

old ways of doing life and it has 

been difficult at times dealing with 

these changes for many of us. One 

of the biggest changes for me is how 

I do youth ministry. For 10 years I 

have met with youth face to face for 

a variety of events. Whether it be 

Monday and Wednesday night 

youth group, Teach One to Lead 

One on our church campus or at 

Vine Street School, having lunch or 

dinner with a student, Bible Study, 

or taking my youth on trips, each 

event was amazing and a blessing 

not only because of what we were 

doing, but because we were doing it 

together. Now, we are still doing 

things together, just not physically, 

and that has been difficult but 

rewarding in the sense that we are 

striving to continue to grow and 

love Jesus and each other in ways 

we never thought we would need to.  

As I spend time with youth now 

in a virtual setting online, we are 

working diligently to make the most 

out of a tough situation. We have 

been doing Bible lessons, playing 

games, telling stories, and simply 

taking the time to share our 

thoughts each week during our 

hang out sessions on Zoom. Some 

students are doing great and 

Youth Ministry 

passing through this pandemic like 

it is an extended vacation, while 

some of the youth struggle with 

the changes we are all having to 

deal with. Most of the struggle’s 

youth have shared with me center 

around not being able to spend 

time with friends like they 

previously did and not being able 

to play sports and do in-person 

youth group. What our youth are 

missing is our traditional 

community gatherings. God has 

created us for community, and we 

are learning how special our 

communities are to each of us 

when we are forced to be distant. 

We still have our community, but 

the setting and environment is 

different. We may not be doing 

youth face-to-face, but when we 

are online together, we are still 

able to bond and grow spiritually 

and experience life together, and for 

that I am grateful. 

Moving forward, we may be 

doing youth virtually for quite a 

long time. This is unfortunate but is 

the reality of the situation. We will 

continue to look for innovative ways 

to inspire and teach our youth all 

while creating and maintaining a 

Christ-centered environment filled 

with a loving community. One of 

the ways you can make a difference 

in the lives of our youth is to choose 

to pray for them each day. I believe 

that prayer is essential for each of 

us and does make a difference in 

our lives. Your prayers are very 

much appreciated. Blessings to you 

all. 

God is Love, 

Ryan Ridenour 

worldview needs a bull’s-eye in the 

middle of it that is Jesus. If it is 

anything else, you will be 

sidetracked by peripheral issues 

which are exactly that, peripheral. 

I am so glad it took a virus to 

remind me. I am so glad that I can 

now remind you.  

 The first line of the apostles 

Creed proclaims, “We believe in 

one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, of all 

things seen and unseen, and in 

Jesus Christ His only son, …”  

Later on it proclaims, “We believe 

in the holy catholic (small “C” read 

universal) church.  You are part of 

the family of God. You do not 

belong to yourself, nor are you 

designed, equipped, or intended to 

go through life by yourself. You 

need community. You need the 

church, the imperfect, scandalized, 

divided, petty, superficial, church. 

Augustine put it well, “the church is 

a [harlot], but she is my mother.”   

 So if you are unhappy with the 

church, you join a long line of very 

godly people who still gave their 

lives to making it better.  Let us join 

them and take our viral 

epistemology with us! 

A Viral Epistemology 
by Pastor Tom Buratovich          continued from page 1 

Join us for Outdoor Worship 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. in the  

First UMC Courtyard. 
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Children’s Ministry—VBS Update 

L ike never before... such a fitting 

title for VBS this year. VBS was 

very different than anything we have 

ever experienced. Different for 

everyone involved, kids and adults 

alike. All of the volunteers, in the 

planning period of this, were not 

really sure how this would turn out. 

Let me tell you, we had our moments, 

when we were stumped. Realizing 

this would be a totally “new thing,” 

we decided to incorporate a lot of 

firsts in the VBS experience and add 

different aspects to the VBS.  

 The Methodist Churches of 

Porterville, decided to join together 

for this VBS. A whole new group of 

people assembled to take on this 

quest of what a Virtual VBS should 

look like.  We also had to take our 

VBS online, totally. No in-person 

meetings. So, we combined an aspect 

of live Zoom with prerecorded videos 

provided by Cokesbury. Adam Garrett 

was the knight who completed his 

quest of finding the Virtual VBS, The 

Knights of North Castle, for us. 

Thank you Adam!  

 Ryan Ridenour and Ann White 

worked diligently behind the scenes 

putting together a lot of the behind 

the scenes planning. They are still 

working on their ongoing quest, 

planning follow up “Get Togethers” 

for the kids to be involved in. Ryan 

and Ann, thank you for all of your 

hard work.  

 Christine Klippenstein, Kelly 

Shoemaker, Robin Galloway all 

helped behind the scenes to get this 

VBS up and running. Thank you for 

helping us to get VBS going. Quest 

accomplished. 

  Tamara Mitchell and Ann 

White supplied crafts for the 3-day 

long VBS event. Quest 

accomplished! Thank you so much 

for your generosity.  

 Judy Buratovich had the most 

difficult quest of all. Taking all of the 

pieces that the VBS was composed of 

and putting that all together piece 

by piece, from Day 1 to Day 3, into a 

video for each day, that would make 

the VBS outstanding. Filming and 

filming, editing and editing and 

more editing. Quest accomplished, 

beautifully, I might add. Thank you 

so much for all your hard work. 

 Now, we needed someone to host 

the VBS. Rodelyn Lipumano-Smith, 

a big yeah! The perfect host for a 

Virtual VBS. Quest accomplished 

and so well too. Thank you for your 

hard work also! 

  Now for the kids. This VBS was 

accepted by the kids right away. We 

had 28 children sign up for VBS. 

Wonderful news. Also, one of the 

amazing firsts is that even though 6 

of the children could not attend the 

live version of VBS, due to vacations,  

they could access it online and do it  

on their own time to fit into their 

schedule.  

 We also were pleased that for 

the first time, we actually had a 

child join our VBS from Texas. 

Though,  she could not be online 

with us, she was able to do it with 

her family on their own. 

Outstanding news. 

 In our VBS, that went live on 

July 21-23, we visited the North 

Castle and have become Knights, 

ourselves. The whole VBS has been 

centered around finding the Armor 

of God. The King and his Knights 

have left the castle to go on a quest 

for the Armor. As we go through the 

VBS we discover clues from different 

Bible Stories as to where and what 

the Armor is. There are 6 great 

pieces that make up the armor and 

we have found in our VBS teachings 

from 

The King’s 

Book (The Bible) that 

we actually have the Armor 

already. God has already given it to 

us. There are 6 pieces that we should 

never start our day without, the belt 

of truth, the breastplate of 

righteousness, the shoes of peace, the 

shield of faith, the helmet of 

salvation, and the sword of the spirit. 

Every piece of the full armor of God is 

attached to the belt of truth. If you 

don’t begin with the truth, you’ll 

never defeat the enemy. So, we start 

with God’s Word because His Word is 

the truth.  

 In being involved with this VBS, I 

have been reminded that in this day 

and age we are living in, we surely 

need to make sure we “Armor up” 

every day. These pieces of armor 

protect us from everything that will 

come in our path during the day. 

Truth, righteousness, peace, faith, 

salvation, and the spirit. One of the 

many great truths, from the King’s 

Book. There are a great many 

wonderful things that the Bible tells 

us. We really need to take the time 

every day to study the King’s Book 

more. I hope that you too, decide to 

take up a Quest to learn more of the 

truths in the King’s Book, that is 

available to us all. I hope you get up 

every morning and choose to “armor 

up with truth, armor up with 

righteousness, armor up with peace, 

armor up with faith, armor up with 

salvation, and also to armor up with 

the Spirit.” Just like the kids did each 

morning with their Castle Callouts. 

That way we can “Be strong in the 

Lord and in the strength of his power.” 

Ephesians 6:10 

Blessings, 

Melody Burkhart 

Children’s Sunday School  

First Church 
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W hen talking about his 

church, our young pastor 

enthusiastically exclaims, “God is 

up to great things!” He gives God 

the credit for the good things that 

have been happening including 

baptisms, at least one decision to 

follow Christ, three small 

“backyard churches” starting up 

and midweek outdoor worship 

services being held at the 

community center.  

It is exciting to see the Lord 

actively moving among us, in spite 

of the fact that we, His people, have 

had to worship online for so many 

months. Two of our former churches 

in Porterville have begun to gather 

for a combined outdoor worship 

service early on Sunday mornings. 

Two different congregations 

agreeing to meet together…wow! 

There have been many 

testimonies on the news of people 

who have recovered from the covid 

19 virus, but few have given God 

any credit in their healing. It was 

inspiring when a young woman who 

was in her hospital room recently 

told a reporter that she felt like 

God had given her a second chance. 

Her voice was barely audible, yet 

she expressed gratitude for His 

hand in her recovery.  

Chris, our son-in-law, also 

shared great news online 

concerning our daughter’s recent 

scans of brain and spine: “We 

received some welcome news 

today... Shanda’s most recent MRI 

results were very positive—no new 

growths and everything else is 

Proclaiming What God Has Done ... 

stable. Some previous growths 

that were hit with radiation are 

gone.”  

“The regimen of weekly 

intrathecal injections to go after 

the LMD (Leptomeningeal 

disease) in the central nervous 

system, subcutaneous shots every 

three weeks going after HER2+ 

cells (breast cancer) in the body 

and a chemo cocktail 7 days on / 7 

days off is collectively doing what 

we want it to... seek and destroy, 

and suppress.” 

 “Add to this that she is fully 

off the steroids, in physical 

therapy to get moving again, on a 

dietary reset plan with a local 

Huntington Woods mom and even 

played some viola today... it’s a 

great day.” 

“Thank you to medical 

superheroes at Michigan Medicine 

for the care, to God for listening 

(even if I’m not always nice), and 

to friends and family for riding 

this roller coaster with us. The 

fight continues!! As Dory says, 

‘Just keep swimming...’”  

After waiting anxiously for the 

latest results from her scans, this 

was amazing news for us to hear. 

God is good!  

When ten men with leprosy 

came to Jesus, desperate for help 

and outcasts from society, He 

simply told them to go and show 

themselves to the priests. As they 

were doing just what Jesus said, a 

miracle happened—all ten were 

healed!  

 We only know the response of 

the leper who returned to Jesus to 

thank Him. Who knows what 

happened to the others? But the 

man who had been healed fell at 

Jesus’ feet and praised God in a 

such loud voice that anyone within 

hearing range knew and was able 

to share in his great joy.  

Jesus told him to get up! “Rise 

and go, your faith has made you 

well.” (Luke 17:19 NIV) And it is 

very likely that he continued to 

proclaim what Jesus had done for 

him wherever he went, for the rest 

of his life.  

Having thought about this idea 

of proclaiming what God is doing or 

has done in my life for several days, 

my chance recently came at the 

dermatologist’s office. First the 

doctor himself asked, “So, how have 

you been doing during this 

pandemic?” And a little later, his 

PA asked me the same question.  

To both men, I gave the 

standard answer, “Oh just fine,” 

without thinking to give God credit 

for keeping Al, myself and our 

whole family safe from covid 19. 

Really, I should be on my knees 

before the Lord, praising Him in a 

loud voice for all He has done for 

me.  

There are many opportunities 

to proclaim the good things He has 

done for us. Now, no holding back! 

Let’s give Him the glory! 

 Dear Lord, you have done 

many wonderful works in each of 

our lives.  Forgive us when we don’t 

express our gratitude to you or to 

the folks around us. Please give us 

the words and the desire to express 

our thanks, that you might receive 

the glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

“One of them when he was healed, came back praising God in a loud 

voice. He threw himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him— 

and he was a Samaritan.”  Luke 17:15 NIV 

For more information, please visit 

www.goodnewswithjudy.blogspot.com  

By Judy Lowery 

https://www.facebook.com/shanda.lowerysachs?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARCX8CFRKTTNxoNaYPNIdNcGE514PrS66aSKtW7GvBIItKM8d8cNmLFpwCbGBA0XMEE0LFdzEASuEgxw&fref=mentions
http://www.goodnewswithjudy.blogspot.com/
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August 2020 Prayer Calendar   

Saturday, August 1 - Pray for all 

involved in the Sack Lunch at 

GAUMC and Clothing Closet at 

9:00 a.m. at FUMC.  

Sunday, August 2 - Pray for the 

Outdoor Worship Service at FUMC 

at 8:00am.  Please bring a chair and 

wear a mask.   

Monday, August 3 - Pray for our 

church families’ health and mental 

wellness as we go through these 

trying times. 

Tuesday, August 4 - Pray for the 

children and the youth of our 

churches. 

Wednesday, August 5 - Pray for 

the teachers and students of our 

community as they figure out the 

upcoming school year. 

Thursday, August 6 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse:  Isaiah 12:3 

“With joy you will draw water from 

the wells of salvation.” 

Friday, August 7 - Pray and 

thank God that we know that with 

Him all things are possible. 

Saturday, August 8 - Pray for the 

Praise Team as they prepare for 

Sunday Outdoor Worship. 

Sunday, August 9 - Pray for the 

Outdoor Worship Service at FUMC 

at 8:00 a.m.  Please bring a chair 

and wear a mask. 

Monday, August 10 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse:  1 John 4:18 

“There is no fear in love.  But, 

perfect love drives out fear, because 

fear has to do with punishment.  

The one who fears is not made 

perfect in love.” 

Tuesday, August 11 - Pray for the 

GAUMC Finance meeting at 6:00 

p.m. 

Wednesday, August 12 - Pray for 

FUMC as they prepare for Sunday 

Outdoor Worship Service. 

Thursday, August 13 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse:  Revelation 

3:8 “I know all the things you do, 

and I have opened a door for you 

that no one can close.” 

Friday, August 14 - Pray for 

Pastor Tom as he prepares for 

Sunday Worship Service. 

Saturday, August 15 - Pray for 

the City of Porterville today. 

Sunday, August 16 - Pray for the 

Outdoor Worship Service at FUMC 

at 8:00 a.m.  Please bring a chair 

and wear a mask. 

Monday, August 17 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse: Colossians 

3:12 “Therefore, as God’s chosen 

people, holy and dearly loved, 

clothe yourself with compassion, 

kindness, humility, gentleness and 

patience.” 

Tuesday, August 18 - Pray for 

the ladies of Linda Circle. 

Wednesday, August 19 - Pray 

and reflect on Bible verse:  

Proverbs 16:9 “In their hearts 

humans plan their course,  but the 

Lord establishes our steps.” 

Thursday, August 20 - Pray for 

the GAUMC Trustees meeting at 

1:00 p.m. 

Friday, August 21 - Pray for the 

finances for GAUMC and FUMC. 

Saturday, August 22 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse: Psalms 

119:37 “Turn my eyes from 

worthless things; preserve my life 

according to your word.” 

Sunday, August 23 - Pray for the 

Outdoor Worship Service at FUMC 

at 8:00 a.m.  Please bring a chair 

and wear a mask. 

Monday, August 24 -  Pray as we 

start a new week and know that 

God will be with us as we 

encounter different situations. 

Tuesday, August 25 - Pray and 

take some time today to appreciate 

the beautiful nature that God has 

provided us today.  It could be the 

sunrise, sunset, the stars, trees, 

flowers, birds, etc. 

Wednesday, August 26 - Pray 

and reflect on Bible verse:  

2 Corinthians 5:7 “For we live by 

faith, not by sight.” 

Thursday, August 27 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse:  Micah 6:8 

“He has shown you, O mortal, what 

is good.  And what does the Lord 

require of you? To act justly and to 

love mercy and to walk humbly 

with your God.” 

Friday, August 28 - Pray for all 

of our blessings. 

Saturday, August 29 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse:  Romans 1:7 

“To all in Rome who are loved by 

God and called to be his holy 

people.  Grace and peace to you 

from God our Father and from the 

Lord Jesus Christ..” 

Sunday, August 30 - Pray for the 

Outdoor Worship Service at FUMC 

at 8:00 a.m.  Please bring a chair 

and wear a mask. 

Monday, August 31 - Pray and 

reflect on Bible verse:  John 13:7 

“You do not realize now what I am 

doing, but later you will 

understand.” 
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Grand Ave Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Director of Youth Ministries • Ryan Ridenour 

Worship Administrator • Judy Buratovich 

Treasurer • Rodel Lipumano  

Custodian • The Congregation 

First Methodist Office Hours:  
 

Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. 

 

Phone: 559-784-4232 

pvfumc@ocsnet.net 
 

First United Methodist Church 

344 E. Morton Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

Happy Birthday! 

First UMC 

Marilyn Billiou • August 11 

Victor Young • August 19 

Joyce Klippenstein • August 25 

Melody Burkhart • August 28 

Elizabeth Carper • August 30 

 

Grand Ave UMC 

Joseph Sanchez • August 9 

Joshua Gutierrez • August 9 

George Galloway • August 20 

Ryan Ridenour • August 22 

Dwight Brown • August 30 

First United Methodist Church 

Grand Ave United Methodist Church 
Weekday Meetings are via Computer Connection 

Sundays In August 

Grand Ave and First UMC will meet together for 

an Outdoor Worship Service Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 

in the Courtyard of First UMC (344 E Morton Ave)  

 www.grandavenue.org or  

 www.facebook.com/PortervilleFUMC or 

 www.facebook.com/GrandAvenueUMC 

Grand Ave Office Hours:  
 

Monday–Thursday  
9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m.  

 
Phone: 559-784-3791 

Fax: 559-784-3798 

info@grandavenue.org 

www.grandavenue.org 
Grand Ave United Methodist Church 

776 W. Grand Ave. 
Porterville, CA  93257 

First Staff 

Senior Pastor • Rev. Tom Buratovich 

Counseling Center Director • Joy Semple 

Administrative Assistant • Melissa Sutherland 

Music Coordinator • Christine Klippenstein  

Organist • Donita Roulsten  

Children/Custodian • Melody Burkhart 

Clothing Closet • August 1 & September 5 
FUMC will host Clothing Closet on Saturday, August 1 

and Saturday, September 5 starting at 9:00 a.m. We 

will have strict new COVID-19 guidelines. Watch for 

further details and call Ann at 559-920-0977 to let her 

know how you can help. 

  

First and Grand Ave Yard Sales 

We continue to receive items for a future yard sale at 

both churches. Please continue bringing items to either 

Frist or Grand Ave. Watch for more information on a 

sale date. Thank you for your donations! 

 

Sack Lunch Update 
We would love to have your help with Sack Lunch. 

Please contact Sue Wright or Cindy Bartlett (559)789-

3436 for more information. Let them know when you 

are able to help!  Please bring your own required 

masks and gloves. 

 

Next Newsletter Deadline 
Please send information for the Messenger Newsletter 

to Judy at judy.bur87@gmail.com. The deadline for the 

September  2020 Messenger is August 19. Thank you. 

Announcements 

Outdoor Worship Service 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 

Outdoor Worship Service 

Sundays at 8:00 a.m. 


